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Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School 
of Criminal Justice  

Mission  
The Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice (FCE&SJC) comprises a global 
professional learning community dedicated to teaching, service, and scholarship with integrity. The College is 
committed to offering technologically advanced, student-centered educational experiences in Education, 
Human Services, and Criminal Justice. As a result, students are prepared to lead positive change in all 
communities through fostering collaboration and engagement. 

Compact Between Faculty and Students  
The Compact between Faculty and Students of the Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School of 
Criminal Justice (FCE&SJC) is a declaration of a continuous commitment to supporting a vibrant community 
for all educators and students. Respect is one of the fundamental principles that serve to anchor this 
community. It is also the driving force for growing and enriching a productive, engaging, and successful 
community of learners. The purpose of this Compact is to provide behavioral guidelines that will foster, 
clarify, and energize Fischler’s commitment to its educational mission. 

Commitments of Faculty 

We pledge our utmost efforts to ensure that we will: 

1. Promote students’ intellectual and professional growth. 

2. Respond to student inquiries in a timely manner. 

3. Provide substantive feedback to posts and assignments in a timely manner. 

4. Provide support to students and be willing to work with students when obstacles arise in their 
academic and/or personal lives. 

5. Be receptive to student feedback. 

6. Endeavor to make learning an engaging and interactive experience in all delivery models. 

Commitments of Students 

We pledge our utmost efforts to ensure that we will: 

1. Take responsibility for being an active participant in the learning process. 

2. Submit original and quality work in a timely manner. 

3. Respond to faculty in a respectful and timely manner. 

4. Exhibit professional behavior. 

5. Be considerate of times when faculty may be less available. 
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Accreditations and Approvals  
Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) Accreditation 

The Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice (FCE&SCJ) is accredited by the 
http://caepnet.org/ Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation  (CAEP). This accreditation covers 
the following initial teacher preparation programs: Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education - 
ESOL/Reading Endorsements and Bachelor of Science in Exceptional Student Education – ESOL/Reading 
Endorsement. This accreditation also covers the following advanced programs: M.S. in Educational 
Leadership and Ed.S. in Educational Leadership. 

The M.S. and Ed.S. in Educational Leadership have also earned National Recognition by the National 
Educational Leadership Preparation (NELP) Specialized Professional Association (SPA). 

Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) 1140 19th St. NW, Suite 400 Washington, DC 
20036 

State Approved Educator Preparation Programs 

A state approved program is a course of study designed to meet all the state’s educational requirements to 
qualify for a professional certificate or license. Before beginning any Nova Southeastern University education 
degree program, applicants should contact the specific state department of education to verify 
requirements and current information regarding educator certification/licensure. 

The following degree programs are approved for certification/licensure. 

Florida Department of Education approved programs: 

M.S. and Ed.S. in Educational Leadership 

Nevada Department of Education approved program: 

Ed.S. in Educational Leadership 

Professional Licensure Programs:  

Per 34 C.F.R. § 668.43, the Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice (FCE&SCJ) defines a 
Professional Licensure Program as an academic program designed, marketed, and/or advertised to fulfill the 
educational prerequisites for a particular state license or certificate for employment. State-approved 
programs are included in this definition. Please refer to the Professional Licensure Disclosures section for 
each program for additional licensure/certification information. 

NOTE: Professional credentialing terminology—including licensure, certification, and state-approved 
programs—is used throughout this catalog to describe NSU’s degree programs. While distinct, these terms 
are used interchangeably at NSU. Here's a brief explanation of each. 

• Certification/Licensure: A credential for professionals who meet specific criteria, including 
passing exams and gaining practical experience. It serves as official state authorization, 
qualifying individuals for employment in their field. 

• State-approved Programs: Educational programs recognized by a state’s education 
department. 

  

http://caepnet.org/
http://caepnet.org/
https://www.nova.edu/academics/distance-education.html
https://www.nova.edu/academics/distance-education.html#ProfessionalLicensureorCertification3
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Educator Certification/Licensure  
The requirements for educator certification/licensure differ from state to state. Some states do not grant 
initial certification/licensure unless transcripts are endorsed as having met that state's approved program 
requirements. In Florida, candidates graduating from a state-approved (or certification) program and who 
have passed all portions of the Florida Teacher Certification Exam (FTCE), or the Florida Educational 
Leadership Exam (FELE), are eligible for a professional certificate or endorsement. Actual certification, 
licensure, or endorsement is awarded by the Florida Department of Education. Candidates who complete a 
Nevada state-approved program and meet all eligibility requirements may apply for certification, licensure, 
or endorsement. Final approval and issuance are determined by the Nevada Department of Education.  

A state department of education reserves the right to change requirements leading to certification/licensure 
at any time. Consequently, NSU reserves the right to change requirements in a state-approved program, with 
or without prior notice, to reflect new state mandates. Since Nova Southeastern University programs may not 
meet a state’s certification and/or licensure requirements, before beginning any program, applicants should 
contact the specific state department of education for requirements and current information regarding 
educator certification/licensure. 

The addresses of the state departments of education for which FCE&SCJ has approved programs are as 
follows: 

FLORIDA DOE BUREAU OF EDUCATOR CERTIFICATION 

Turlington Building, Suite 201  
325 West Gaines Street  
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400 

https://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certification/ 

NEVADA DOE OFFICE OF EDUCATOR LICENSURE  

Las Vegas Office 
2080 E. Flamingo Rd., Suite 210  
Las Vegas, NV 89119 
Phone: 702.486.6458 Fax: 702.486.6450 
Counties Served: Clark, Lincoln, & Nye Counties 

Carson City Office 
700 E. Fifth Street  
Carson City, NV 89701  
Phone: 775.687.9115 
Counties Served: All remaining Nevada Counties 
Nevada website: https://doe.nv.gov/educator-licensure/ 

PUERTO RICO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
P.O. Box 190759 
San Juan, PR 00919-0759 
Phone: 787.759.2000 
https://de.pr.gov/ 

  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fldoe.org%2Fteaching%2Fcertification%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbenedict%40nova.edu%7Cab43182a29854bfdd51508dd7eb7188c%7C2c2b2d312e3e4df1b571fb37c042ff1b%7C0%7C0%7C638806047033473334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xj4a79SzREmCl6dxcFMmoGdTV%2BX4USXFPsB0Wu7rl48%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fde.pr.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbenedict%40nova.edu%7C1db2b56ffdf447c2cd3e08dca34e6cfb%7C2c2b2d312e3e4df1b571fb37c042ff1b%7C0%7C0%7C638564804459410107%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A5PFGrKsPOyg06vPGPeE%2FldwyfWbwQgb%2BgICMDl5hZc%3D&reserved=0
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Professional Memberships  
Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice holds memberships in the following 
organizations: 

Council of Academic Deans from Research Educational Institutions (CADREI)  

Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) 

Florida Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (FACTE) 

Florida Association of Professors of Educational Leadership (FAPEL) 

International Society for Technology in Education & Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development (ISTE & ASCD) 

National Association of State Directors of Teacher Education  and Certification (NASDTEC) 

State-Approved Programs Competencies and Standards  
All state-approved program course syllabi are aligned with state and national standards, competencies, and 
skills that include the following: 

National 

Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) Standards (formerly National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education [NCATE]) 

Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (InTASC) Model Core Teaching Standards and 
Learning Progressions for Teachers (2013) 

Florida 

Florida Teacher Standards for ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) Endorsement (ESOL) 

Florida Competencies and Skills 

Florida Educator Accomplished Practices 

Florida Reading Endorsement Competencies 

Florida Standards 

Florida Educational Leadership Standards 

Nevada 

Nevada Academic Content Standards 

Specialized Professional Association (SPA) Standards by Content Area 
• Educational Leadership (Florida and Nevada) National Educational Leadership Preparation 

(NELP) standards 
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Academic Programs  
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with majors in: 

• Child Development 

with concentrations in: 
• Child Life 
• Curriculum and Instruction 
• Early Child Development 
• Leadership and Administration 

• Criminal Justice 
• Education 

with concentrations in: 
• Computer Science Education 
• Teaching and Learning 

• Elementary Education—ESOL/Reading Endorsements (Florida State Approved) 
• Exceptional Student Education—ESOL/Reading Endorsements (Florida State Approved) 
•  

Master of Human Services (M.H.S.) with majors in: 
• Child Protection 

with concentrations in:  
• Child Advocacy Studies 
• Child Protection and Juvenile Justice 
• Leadership and Supervision for Child and Youth Programs 
• Psychological Foundations in Child Advocacy 
• No Concentration Option (combination of any three concentration courses) 

Master of Science (M.S.) with majors in: 
• Applied Behavior Analysis  

with an optional concentration in:  
• Autism & Developmental Disabilities 

• Criminal Justice 

with concentrations in: 
• Behavioral Science 
• Child Protection and Juvenile Justice 
• Crime Analysis 
• No Concentration Option (combination of any four concentration courses) 

• Developmental Disabilities 

with concentrations in: 
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• Adult Services/Transition 
• Child Life Specialist 
• Early Childhood 
• Leadership/Advocacy 
• Applied Behavior Analysis 

• Education 

with concentrations in: 
• Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology 
• Elementary Education 
• Exceptional Student Education 
• Reading Education  
• Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 

• Educational Leadership (Florida State Approved and Non-certification) 
• Leadership 

with concentrations in: 
• Business Organizations 
• Organizational Leadership 

Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) with majors in: 
• Education 

with concentrations in: 
• Curriculum, Instruction, Management, and Administration 
• Educational Leadership (Florida and Nevada State Approved; Puerto Rico Non-

certification) 

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) with majors in: 
• M.S. to Ed.D. En Route Program in Educational Leadership 
• Education 

with concentrations in: 
• Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology 
• Early Childhood and Elementary Education (Puerto Rico Only) 
• Educational Leadership 
• Health Care Education (Puerto Rico Only) 
• Higher Education Leadership 
• Organizational Leadership 
• Special Education 

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) with a major in: 
• Criminal Justice 

with concentrations in: 
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• Behavioral Science 
• Criminal Justice Policy, Practice, and Leadership 
• Crisis and Emergency Management 
• Juvenile Justice & Human Services
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2026–2027 Academic Calendar 
 

Fall 2026 (202720) 
 Dates Registration 

Opens 
Registration Closes Drop/Add Period 

Full Session August 17 – December 6, 
2026 

April 6, 2026 August 23, 2026 August 17 – 23, 2026 

1st Session August 17 – October 11, 2026 April 6, 2026 August 23, 2026 August 17 – 23, 2026 
2nd Session October 12 – December 6, 

2026 
April 6, 2026 October 18, 2026 October 12 – 18, 2026 

 
 
Winter 2027 (202730) 

 Dates Registration 
Opens 

Registration Closes Drop/Add Period 

Full Session January 4 – May 2, 2027 October 19, 
2026 

January 10, 2027 January 4 – 10, 2027 

1st Session January 4 – February 28, 2027 October 19, 
2026 

January 10, 2027 January 4 – 10, 2027 

Spring Break: March 1 – March 7, 2027 
2nd Session March 8 – May 2, 2027 October 19, 

2026 
March 14, 2027 March 8 – 14, 2027 

 
 

Summer 2027 (202750) 
 Dates Registration 

Opens 
Registration Closes Drop/Add Period 

Full Session May 3 – August 8, 2027 March 29, 
2027 

May 9, 2027 May 3 – 9, 2027 

1st Session May 3 – June 20, 2027 March 29, 
2027 

May 9, 2027 May 3 – 9, 2027 

2nd Session June 21 – August 8, 2027 March 29, 
2027 

June 27, 2027 June 21 – 27, 2027 
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Tuition Refund Schedule  
 

Tuition Refund Schedule 
Fall 2026 
August 17 - December 6, 2026 
 Full Term/Semester 

[August 17 – December 6] 
Session 1 
[August 17 – October 11] 

Session 2 
[October 12 – December 6] 

100% (Drop/Add) August 17 – 23, 2026 August 17 – 23, 2026 October 12 – 18, 2026 
50% Ends August 30, 2026 Ends August 30, 2026 Ends October 25, 2026 
25% Ends September 6, 2026 Ends September 6, 2026 Ends November 1, 2026 
Withdrawal 
Deadline 

November 15, 2026 No 
Refunds after 
September 6, 2026 

September 20, 2026 
No Refunds after 
September 6, 2026 

November 15, 2026 
No Refunds after November 1, 
2026 

 
 

 
Tuition Refund Schedule 
Winter 2027 
January 4 – May 2, 2027 
 Full Term/Semester 

[January 4 – May 2]  
Session 1 
[January 4 – February 28] 

Session 2 
[March 8 – May 2] 

100% (Drop/Add) January 4 – 10, 2027 January 4 – 10, 2027 March 8 – 14, 2027 
50% Ends January 17, 2027 Ends January 17, 2027 Ends March 21, 2027 
25% Ends January 24, 2027 Ends January 24, 2027 Ends March 28, 2027 
Withdrawal 
Deadline 

  April 11, 2027 
  No Refunds after  
 January 24, 2027 

February 7, 2027 
No Refunds after January 
24, 2027 

  April 11, 2027 
  No Refunds after  
March 28, 2027 

 
 

 
Tuition Refund Schedule 
Summer 2027 
May 3 – August 8, 2027 
 Full Term/Semester 

[May 3 – August 8] 
Session 1 
[May 3 – June 20] 
 

Session 2 
[June 21 – August 8] 

100% (Drop/Add) May 3 – 9, 2027 May 3 – 9, 2027 June 21 – 27, 2027 
50% Ends May 16, 2027 Ends May 16, 2027 Ends July 4, 2027 
25% Ends May 23, 2027 Ends May 23, 2027 Ends July 11, 2027 
Withdrawal Deadline July 18, 2027 

No Refunds after May 23, 
2027 

May 30, 2027  
No Refunds after May 23, 
2027 

July 18, 2027 
No Refunds after July 11, 2027 
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Admission Requirements  
The following are general admission requirements that apply to all prospective Abraham S. Fischler College 
of Education and School of Criminal Justice (FCE&SCJ) graduate students. Additional admission requirements 
for each program are outlined within each program’s section in this catalog. For assistance with the 
admission process, please contact the Office of Admissions (toll-free at 800-986-3223, ext. 28500) or visit: 
https://education.nova.edu/admissions/graduate.html.  

1. All prospective students must submit a completed application with a $50.00 non-refundable fee. A 
$50.00 application fee is required for each application submitted to Nova Southeastern University. 

2. Official transcripts for master's degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 4-
year bachelor’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international 
student applications). If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits toward the 
degree applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree, the 
admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program 
applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS 
requirements.  

3. Official transcripts for Doctoral/Educational Specialist degrees- Sealed official transcripts from the 
applicants conferred master’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and 
international student applications). Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred bachelor’s 
degree institution attended may be required dependent upon admission criteria of the doctoral or 
educational specialist program. If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits, 
toward the degree applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s 
degree and/or master’s degree, the admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that 
institution. All CAS program applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all 
institutions attended, per CAS requirements. 

NOTE:  
• Transcripts should be forwarded directly from the issuing institution in a sealed envelope in order to be 

considered official. Applicants submitting electronic transcripts should provide this email 
address with their request: electronictranscript@nova.edu. 

• For NSU to consider an electronic transcript official, it must be received from a reputable third-party 
delivery agent. NSU accepts electronic transcripts from the following providers: SCOIR, Parchment, 
National Student Clearinghouse. Transcripts emailed by individuals will not be accepted as official. 
Third-party delivery agents may email official electronic transcripts to: electronictranscript@nova.edu. 

• Photocopies and facsimiles will not be accepted as final, official transcripts. 

1. Admission decisions are based on degrees earned at regionally accredited institutions or an official 
approved equivalent, such as an evaluation by one of the National Association of Credential Evaluation 
Services (NACES) approved agencies. The evaluation must include a course-by-course analysis and list all 
course subjects with United States semester credits and a GPA on a 4.0 scale. For more information, 
refer to the Transcript Evaluation section. 

2. Applicants may be provisionally admitted based on a preliminary review of unofficial transcripts and/or 
program-specific admission requirements. However, full admission to any degree program requires the 
submission of all final, official documents required for admission within 45 calendar days from the 
official start date of the session/term. Only fully admitted students are eligible for financial aid. Once 
provisional acceptance is granted, a student who does not attain full admittance within 45 calendar 
days from the official start date of the session/term will not be permitted to continue his/her studies. 
Registration will be prohibited, and other services may be suspended. 

https://education.nova.edu/admissions/graduate.html
mailto:electronictranscript@nova.edu.
mailto:electronictranscript@nova.edu
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NONDEGREE-SEEKING STUDENTS – ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

A nondegree-seeking student is one who wishes to enroll in a course for professional development at the 
Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice and does not intend to pursue a degree at the 
time of application. Nondegree-seeking applicants must submit the following documentation in order to 
register for graduate classes: 

1. A completed admission application with a $50 nonrefundable fee. 

2. Official transcripts for master's degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 4-
year bachelor’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international 
student applications). If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits toward the 
degree applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree, the 
admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program 
applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS 
requirements.  

• Evidence of a bachelor’s degree with a minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of a 2.5 or 
higher from a regionally accredited institution. If the applicant earned less than a 2.5 cumulative GPA, 
we may consider the application for review with a minimum Graduate Record Examination (GRE®) test 
score of 300 (combined Verbal and Quantitative scales only) or a Miller Analogies Test (MAT) scaled 
score of 400. (The tests must have been taken within the past 5 years from the date of application.)  

3. Official transcripts for Doctoral/Educational Specialist degrees- Sealed official transcripts from the 
applicants conferred master’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and 
international student applications). Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred bachelor’s 
degree institution attended may be required dependent upon admission criteria of the doctoral or 
educational specialist program. If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits, 
toward the degree applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s 
degree and/or master’s degree, the admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that 
institution. All CAS program applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all 
institutions attended, per CAS requirements. 

4. An official transcript from a regionally accredited institution indicating a conferred master’s degree or 
higher (e.g., Ed.S.) with a minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of 2.5. 

Nondegree-seeking students are limited to enrolling in a maximum of 12 semester credit hours. Enrollment 
in a graduate course(s) does not guarantee full acceptance into a degree-seeking program. A nondegree-
seeking student may be required to submit a new admission application for a degree-seeking program and 
must meet all of the requirements for admission into the intended program of study. 

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE DISCLOSURES 

The requirements for educator and administrator certification, licensure, or endorsement differ from state 
to state. Some states do not grant initial certification/licensure unless transcripts are endorsed as having met 
that state’s approved program requirements. The FCE&SCJ defines a professional licensure program as an 
academic program designed, marketed, and/or advertised to fulfill the educational prerequisites for a 
particular state license or certificate for employment. 

Students are responsible for verifying licensure and certification requirements in the state where they are 
enrolled and/or intend to seek employment. Requirements vary by state and may change; therefore, 
students should consult their state licensing agency before and during. Information to assist you in 
identifying the appropriate state licensing/certification entity is provided at https://www.ed.gov/contact-
us/state-contacts. 

https://www.ed.gov/contact-us/state-contacts
https://www.ed.gov/contact-us/state-contacts
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Professional Licensure Disclosures 
• M.S. in Educational Leadership: https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/ms-ed-leadership-

disclosure.pdf 
• M.S. in ABA: https://education.nova.edu/_resources/binaries/masters/ms-aba-professional-licensure-

disclosure.pdf https://education.nova.edu/_resources/binaries/masters/ms-dev-disabilities-
disclosure.pdf 

• Ed.S. in Educational Leadership: https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/eds-edl-professional-
licensure-disclosure.pdf   

NSU cannot provide verification of an individual’s ability to meet licensure requirements unrelated to its 
educational programming. The Professional Licensure Disclosures do not provide any guarantee that any 
particular State licensure entity will approve or deny your application. 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION, MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP, AND MASTER OF 
SCIENCE IN LEADERSHIP – ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

The following are specific admission requirements for entry into the Master of Science in Education, Master 
of Science in Educational Leadership (non-certification), and Master of Science in Leadership programs. 

1. Official transcripts for master's degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 4-
year bachelor’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international 
student applications). If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits toward the 
degree applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree, the 
admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program 
applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS 
requirements.  

2. Evidence of a bachelor’s degree with a minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of a 2.5 or 
higher from a regionally accredited institution. If the applicant earned less than a 2.5 cumulative GPA, 
we may consider the application for review with a minimum Graduate Record Examination (GRE®) test 
score of 300 (combined Verbal and Quantitative scales only) or a Miller Analogies Test (MAT) scaled 
score of 400. (The tests must have been taken within the past 5 years from the date of application.)  

3. For the Florida DOE approved program in Educational Leadership, please refer to the individual 
programs in the next section for additional admission requirements. 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE, MASTER OF HUMAN SERVICES IN CHILD PROTECTION, MASTER 
OF SCIENCE IN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, AND MASTER OF SCIENCE IN DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
– ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Official transcripts for master's degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 4-
year bachelor’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international 
student applications). If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits toward the 
degree applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree, the 
admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program 
applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS 
requirements.  

2. Please refer to the program of interest for additional admission requirements.  

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST – ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/ms-ed-leadership-disclosure.pdf
https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/ms-ed-leadership-disclosure.pdf
https://education.nova.edu/_resources/binaries/masters/ms-aba-professional-licensure-disclosure.pdf
https://education.nova.edu/_resources/binaries/masters/ms-aba-professional-licensure-disclosure.pdf
https://education.nova.edu/_resources/binaries/masters/ms-dev-disabilities-disclosure.pdf
https://education.nova.edu/_resources/binaries/masters/ms-dev-disabilities-disclosure.pdf
https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/eds-edl-professional-licensure-disclosure.pdf
https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/eds-edl-professional-licensure-disclosure.pdf
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The following are specific admission requirements for entry into the Ed.S. program. Please refer to the 
program of interest for additional admission requirements. 

1. Official transcripts for Educational Specialist degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants 
conferred master’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international 
student applications). Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred bachelor’s degree 
institution attended may be required dependent upon admission criteria of the educational specialist 
program. If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits, toward the degree 
applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s 
degree and/or master’s degree, the admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that 
institution. All CAS program applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all 
institutions attended, per CAS requirements. 

2. An official transcript from a regionally accredited institution indicating a conferred master’s degree with 
a minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of 3.0 

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION – ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

The following are specific admission requirements for entry into the Doctor of Education program. Please 
refer to the program of interest for additional admission requirements. 

1. Official transcripts for Doctoral degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 
master’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international student 
applications). Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred bachelor’s degree institution 
attended may be required dependent upon admission criteria of the doctoral program. If a student is 
seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits, toward the degree applying to, and it is different 
from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree and/or master’s degree, the admissions 
office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program applicants are 
required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS requirements. 

2. An official transcript from a regionally accredited institution indicating a conferred master’s degree or 
higher (e.g., Ed.S.) with a minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of 3.0. 

3. Graduate Record Examination (GRE®) test scores are not required for admission to the Doctor of 
Education program. However, applicants are encouraged to submit GRE scores to strengthen their 
admission application. While there are no minimum or cut-off scores required, GRE test scores provide 
additional evidence pertaining to the applicant’s quantitative and verbal skills and will be considered 
within the applicant’s entire admissions packet. In order for GRE scores to be considered in the 
admissions process, the examination must have been taken within the past five (5) years. 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE – ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Official transcripts for Doctoral degrees- Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 
master’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international student 
applications). Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred bachelor’s degree institution 
attended may be required dependent upon admission criteria of the doctoral program. If a student is 
seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits, toward the degree applying to, and it is different 
from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree and/or master’s degree, the admissions 
office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program applicants are 
required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS requirements. 

2. Please refer to the program of interest for requirements.  
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ADMISSION APPLICATION DEADLINES 

Applications for admission are received online and on a rolling basis for all graduate programs throughout 
the calendar year except for the Ph.D. in Criminal Justice program, which only accepts summer and fall 
admissions.  

All documents and supplemental information, (e.g., test scores, transcripts, etc.) must be mailed to:  

Nova Southeastern University 
Enrollment Processing Services 
Attn: Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice 
3300 S. University Drive, PO Box 299000 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33328-2004 

NOTE: All documents submitted in support of the admission application become property of the university 
and will not be returned to the applicant/student. 

NON-NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKERS 

Applicants who have indicated a language other than English as their primary language on the application 
form will need to demonstrate English language proficiency by one of the methods below. Test results must 
be sent directly from the testing agency to the admissions office (see above address). Proof of English 
language competency can also be in the form of the successful completion of a degree at an approved 
United States institution of higher education. 

• Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) with a minimum score of 4 
• International English Language Testing System (IELTS) score of 6.0 
• Pearson Test of English-Academic (PTE-Academic) minimum required overall score of 54—

students must be physically present at a Pearson Test center to take the test; flexible test 
dates are available at Pearson Test Centers worldwide 

• College Level Freshman English course passed with a grade of C or higher in a freshman-level 
English composition course at a U.S. regionally accredited institution 

• GMAT score of 450 
• GRE scores of 1,000 (combined Verbal and Quantitative scales only) for tests taken prior to 

August 1, 2011, or GRE scores of 300 (combined Verbal and Quantitative scales only) for tests 
taken on or after August 1, 2011 

• Duolingo score of 105 or higher. 

TRANSCRIPT EVALUATION 

Applicants who have earned a degree at an institution outside of the United States must submit an 
independent academic evaluation from a National Association of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES) 
member company. The evaluation must include a course-by-course analysis and list all course subjects with 
United States semester credits and a GPA on a 4.0 scale by one of the NACES approved agencies. 

Favorable evaluations will be accepted from one of the evaluating agencies approved by the NACES. A 
current list of members can be viewed by visiting the NACES Web site at: http://www.naces.org. 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS 

International applicants are required to obtain an F-1 student visa to study on campus at NSU. International 
candidates who intend to study in the United States are required to obtain an I-20 form from NSU and must 

http://www.naces.org/
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be full-time, degree- seeking students, and must attend classes in the South Florida area or at any one of 
NSU’s Regional Campuses in the State of Florida. International candidates may not qualify for an I-20 and a 
subsequent student F-1 visa due to the online instructional delivery format of all FCE&SCJ programs 
currently available. Candidates should contact an academic advisor or an assistant/associate director of 
recruitment to discuss their options prior to beginning the application process. For further information about 
student visas, contact the Office of International Affairs at 954-262-7240.  

Change in Concentration or Major  
Students who decide to change their concentration or major must contact an academic advisor to request 
such a change. Transfer of credits may not be applicable to all programs of study. Admissions requirements, 
degree requirements, tuition, and policies may differ based on the program admission criteria. Students 
should contact the Academic Advising Department to discuss the possible impact of the change prior to 
registering for courses outside the current program of study. 

Certification through Course-by-Course Analysis  
Certain courses may be available to students seeking certification, endorsements, or upgrades, subject to 
state licensure requirements. Before registering for courses, students seeking courses that may lead to 
certification must be admitted to NSU as non-degree-seeking students. Students seeking certification 
through course-by-course analysis assume full risk in interpreting the letter of eligibility needs. NSU 
recommends that such students discuss anticipated course offerings with the Teacher Certification Office of 
their Department of Education, or the local school district certification officer, before registering for any 
courses. 

Graduation  
Degree Completion Requirements 

To graduate from any program of study, students must complete all required program coursework, capstone 
experiences, and testing requirements for the given program of study. Each degree program has different 
requirements, and it is the student’s responsibility to complete all requirements outlined in the program 
of study that are in effect at the time of initial enrollment. Students may view outstanding degree 
requirements by running an online degree audit via Degree Works in SharkLink.  Academic advisors are 
available to explain all degree completion requirements. 

Degree Conferral 

Information regarding the degree conferral process can be located on the University Registrar website at 
nova.edu/registrar/services/degree-conferral.html 

For doctoral students, a doctoral degree cannot be processed for conferral until after the last day of the last 
semester. 

NOTE: Upon completion of all required program coursework, capstone experiences, and testing 
requirements for the given program of study, students must ensure their degree is conferred within one 
year. Failure to confer a degree within one year of completion of program requirements will constitute an 
abandonment of the degree, and the student will be required to reapply to the program and fulfill all current 
program requirements. 

Exit Survey 

https://sharklinkportal.nova.edu/
https://www.nova.edu/registrar/services/degree-conferral.html
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Once approved for degree conferral, students may receive a request to complete an FCE&SCJ Exit Survey. A 
link to the survey will be provided. 

Important Note: Once a degree is conferred, the degree cannot be retroactively changed to another degree 
plan for any reason. Before choosing a degree program, applicants are strongly encouraged to contact their 
state licensing authority or certification board for specific requirements for the state where they intend to 
work. 

Diplomas 

The diploma indicates the degree the student has earned (e.g., Master of Science), the major (if different 
from the degree), and the date of conferral. The diploma does not indicate the minor or concentration. The 
academic transcript (the official record of coursework at NSU), indicates the degree earned, major field of 
study, concentration, or minor (if any), date of degree conferral, and date of academic completion. After 
degrees have been conferred and all financial obligations to the university have been met, diplomas are 
printed and sent to students by U.S. Postal Service. 

Commencement 

The FCE&SCJ graduate commencement ceremonies are held annually. Students are not required to 
attend commencement to have their degrees conferred. Please refer to the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student 
Handbook at: https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/index.html for information regarding commencement 
participation eligibility for FCE&SCJ’s Master’s Degree, Educational Specialist Degree, and Doctoral Degree 
programs. 

Degree Limits  
To encourage focused academic achievement, promote postgraduate professional success, and allocate 
university resources efficiently, NSU has established limitations with respect to the number of degrees it 
will award to a single student. Please see the policy at https://www.nova.edu/academic-
affairs/documents/degree-limits-policy.pdf 

Transfer of Credit   
Transferring Credit from Other Institutions 

A student who wishes to have a course taken at another regionally accredited institution reviewed for 
transfer credit must submit a copy of the course syllabus to his or her admissions counselor/advisor. The 
information will be reviewed to determine if the transfer course outcomes meet the required outcomes of the 
NSU course. The student will be notified by the college whether transfer of credit has been approved. If 
transfer credit is approved, the transfer credit will be posted to the student’s academic record. If transfer 
credit has been denied, the student may submit additional substantial information to the college in order to 
appeal the decision. 

A maximum of six (6) semester hours of graduate credit may be considered if: 
• The requirements for the student’s concentration allow for transfer of credit. 
• The credits were earned within the preceding five (5) years from the first semester/term of 

enrollment in the FCE&SCJ program. 
• The credits were earned at a regionally accredited graduate institution. 
• The course(s) requested for transfer is/are at an equivalent degree level unless expressly 

stated within the requirements of the specific degree program. 

https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/index.html
https://www.nova.edu/academic-affairs/documents/degree-limits-policy.pdf
https://www.nova.edu/academic-affairs/documents/degree-limits-policy.pdf
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• The content of the course(s) requested for transfer is equivalent to the course content to 
which the credit will be applied. 

• The grade earned for each course was a B or better. A grade of P (Pass) or other such grade 
cannot be accepted as equivalent to a B or better unless it can be officially verified as such. 

• An official transcript containing the courses under consideration for transfer has been 
received by the FCE&SCJ Office of Student Services. 

• A request for Transfer of Credit form has been completed by the student and sent to the 
FCE&SCJ Office of Student Services. The transfer of credit form is available on the FCE&SCJ 
website, at: Transfer of Credit Request. 

A course description from the catalog of the institution where credit was earned and/or a course 
syllabus may be required for review. 

Requirements for Transfer Courses from NSU Graduate Certificates 

Master’s degree programs may accept up to one third of the required total coursework of graduate credit 
earned from NSU for a graduate certificate in field. Please see the below requirements: 

• The student received a grade of 3.0 or better on a 4.0 scale. 
• The course was taken at NSU. 
• The graduate certificate is in the field of the master’s degree. 
• The date of completion of the graduate certificate was no longer than 5 years from the start of 

the master’s program. 

No transfer of credit will be accepted for the following program 
components/requirements:  

M.S. to Ed.D. En Route Program in Educational Leadership 
• Transfer of credit is not accepted for the B.S. to Ed.D. program in Educational Leadership 

M.S. and Ed.S. Programs 
• Any certificate program 
• Supervised Teaching Internship or Teaching Externship 
• Core Courses – CUR 526, EDU 708, CIMA 700, and CIMA 720 
• Capstone – Administrative/Educational Leadership Internship, Applied Field Experience 

Applied Professional Experience, Educational Applied Research Project, Field-Based Project, 
Supervised Practicum 

Ed.D. Programs 
• Required Core Courses – EDD 8100, EDD 8010, EDD 8110, and EDD 8411 
• Required Research Courses – RES 8920, RES 9300, and RES 8913 
• Strategic Research Project – ESRP 9000 

 

NOTE: Credit that has been applied to a previously awarded degree or certificate, at NSU or another 
regionally accredited institution, will not be accepted for transfer of credit. Credit for experiential learning 
will not be accepted. 

https://education.nova.edu/_resources/binaries/students/current-students/documents/transfer_of_credit_request.pdf
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Prior to enrolling in any course at another institution for the purpose of transferring credit, students currently 
enrolled in an FCE&SCJ program should first request an evaluation from the department chair to verify that 
the credits will be acceptable.  

Credits accepted for transfer by FCE&SCJ will not be factored into the student’s overall grade point average. 
Instead, credits accepted for transfer will be applied solely to meet program/degree requirements. 

Internal Coursework Credit from NSU 

Internal transfer of NSU credits is limited to only those courses that have not been applied towards an 
earned degree. 

• Degree-applicable credit from NSU can be applied to a current eligible degree or a current 
eligible certificate as long as the credit has not already been applied to an awarded degree or 
an awarded certificate. 

• An exception to the above is credit earned within a university approved dual degree program. 
• The quality points will not be calculated in the grade point average (GPA). 

NOTE: Students pursuing state certification should consult with an academic advisor regarding current 
requirements that may affect transfer of credit. This should be done prior to course transfer, as state 
policies and guidelines are frequently subject to changes and revisions. Students are strongly encouraged 
to check with their state licensure board to stay updated on the most current certification or licensure 
requirements throughout the program. For state contact information please visit the U.S. Department of 
Education State Contacts webpage at: https://www.ed.gov/contact-us/state-contacts or for further 
assistance regarding certification or licensure, please contact: fischlerinfo@nova.edu. 

Credits earned at Nova Southeastern University are transferable only at the discretion of the receiving school. 
Students who wish to transfer credits from NSU should contact the admissions office of the receiving school 
for information. 

2026-2027 Tuition and Fee  
Tuition and Fee information can be found on the college’s website at 
https://education.nova.edu/admissions/tuition-fees.html and are subject to change. 

Students can also find information on university-wide fees at https://www.nova.edu/bursar/billing/tuition-
fees.html. 

Tuition Refund Policy  
A student who successfully cancels his/her registration before the end of the first week of class (i.e., the 
drop/add period) is entitled to a full tuition refund; student fees are also refundable. 

A student who drops a course after the first week will receive a prorated tuition refund. The prorated tuition 
refund will be based on the date of receipt of a completed Student Transaction Form (STF) available online 
at: https://www.nova.edu/registrar/forms/index.html. For exact dates, refer to the Tuition Refund Schedule 
above. Student fees are nonrefundable after the end of the first week of class. 

Students may receive a full refund of tuition payments: 
• For not meeting minimum admission requirements 
• For a cancelled course or workshop 
• For an involuntary call to active military duty 

https://www.ed.gov/contact-us/state-contacts
mailto:fischlerinfo@nova.edu
https://education.nova.edu/admissions/tuition-fees.html
https://www.nova.edu/bursar/billing/tuition-fees.html
https://www.nova.edu/bursar/billing/tuition-fees.html
https://www.nova.edu/registrar/forms/index.html
https://liverootnova-my.sharepoint.com/personal/benedict_nova_edu/Documents/Desktop/
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• For documented death of the student or a member of his or her immediate family (parent, 
spouse, child, or sibling) 

• For severe illness of the student (as confirmed in writing by a physician and approved by the 
institution) that precludes completion of the term 

• For extenuating circumstances approved by the president or his designee 

 

NOTE: Requests for a full refund in consideration of any of the above circumstances must be submitted and 
received in the FCE&SCJ Office of Student Services* no later than 20 calendar days after the end of the 
semester for which the registration was accepted and processed; documentation will be required. 

*See Student Withdrawal from a Course and Cancellation of Registration in this catalog for contact 
information on submitting requests. 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Programs of Study 
Master of Science (M.S.) in Education 

Curriculum, Instruction and Technology 

Elementary Education 

Exceptional Student Education 

Reading Education 

Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 

Master of Science (M.S.) in Educational Leadership 

Educational Leadership (Florida State Approved) 

Educational Leadership (Non-certification) 

Master of Science (M.S.) in Leadership 

Business Organizations 

Organizational Leadership 

Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) in Education 

Curriculum, Instruction, Management, and Administration 

Educational Leadership (Florida and Nevada State Approved and Puerto Rico Non-certification)  

M.S. to Ed.D. En Route Program in Educational Leadership 

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) in Education 

Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology 

Early Childhood and Elementary Education (Puerto Rico Only) 

Educational Leadership 

Healthcare Education (Puerto Rico Only) 

Higher Education Leadership 

Organizational Leadership 

Special Education 

Bilingual (English/Spanish) Programs 
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Programs for Residents of Puerto Rico 

Online Bilingual Programs  
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Program Information 

Master of Science (M.S.) 
The Master of Science in Education meets the needs of educators and school administrators who want to 
deepen their knowledge of a subject area, and who seek careers in education-related fields. Guided by 
current research, our graduate programs serve teachers and others working in a variety of educational 
contexts and a range of academic fields. Degree programs provide opportunities to connect theory to 
practice through engaging instructional practices for those interested in advancing their knowledge and 
careers. As leaders in their fields, faculty members in the Department of Education are recognized for their 
scholarly work, research-oriented activities, and student-centered approach. They embrace the spirit of 
NSU’s core values of excellence in teaching, appreciation for innovation, student-centeredness, and service 
to the community. 

The Master of Science in Educational Leadership from NSU's Fischler College of Education and School of 
Criminal Justice equips students to make effective change in their schools. The educational landscape is 
constantly evolving, creating a need for innovative, transformative leaders who promote student success for 
all learners and can create collaborative learning environments. An M.S. in Educational Leadership provides 
students with the competitive edge required to become competent and confident decision-makers inside 
and outside of the classroom. Courses are taught by experts in the field, with some NSU faculty currently 
serving in districts as Principals and Superintendents. In addition, active building and district leaders teach 
field experiences and internship courses from partner districts across the state and the nation, which gives 
students the opportunity to build relationships and develop a powerful professional network. 

The Master of Science in Leadership (MSL) with two concentrations (Organizational Leadership and 
Business Organization) provides advanced graduate studies to prepare leaders, researchers, and policy 
makers in local, state, national, and global organizations as well as training organizations, government, 
business, industry, and military. The Master of Science in Leadership program provides the edge necessary 
to shape and motivate individuals to reach corporate, public sector, non-profit or higher education goals. 
Students are taught how to guide others through engaging communication, insightful training, and 
responsive support, thus improving individual and organizational effectiveness. M.S. in Leadership graduates 
have built rewarding careers as HR managers and directors, sales managers, healthcare administrators, and 
management consultants. 

Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) 
NSU’s Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice offers the Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) 
degree in two concentration areas. This program is tailored for students interested in increasing their 
knowledge in their current teaching area or simply looking to take their education and career to the next 
level. The Ed.S. program prepares students to become true leaders in their chosen fields. 

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) 
The Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) contains seven concentrations and is designed to support the mission of the 
FCE&SCJ. The program is designed to prepare adult learners to fulfill their professional and personal 
academic goals. It provides opportunities to enhance the core knowledge, skills, and values essential to 
competent and ethical practitioners and leaders of organizations in the fields of education and related areas. 
The program learning outcomes are focused on facilitating the transfer of theory into practice in order to 
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produce a new generation of local, national, and global leaders who will affect positive changes in society. 

Program Majors and Concentrations 

Master of Science in Education  
The Master of Science (M.S.) in Education degree offers students a challenging and rewarding educational 
experience. The M.S. degree focuses on growth in professional practice, the application of current research 
and theory to each student’s professional work, the acquisition and enhancement of leadership capacities, 
and the achievement of career objectives. Technological advancements will continue to move program 
delivery forward, enabling students to obtain their degrees in new and exciting ways, and from virtually any 
location. 

The M.S. degree offers students with a bachelor’s and/or graduate degree various opportunities to meet 
their educational, career, and professional goals. All concentrations within the degree share a common 
instructional system and mission, but each is designed to meet different needs. The Master of Science (M.S.) 
in Education offers a challenging and rewarding experience for professionals both within and beyond 
traditional school settings, including those pursuing careers in education, training, leadership, and related 
fields.  

Program Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the M.S. in Education with concentrations in Elementary Education, Exceptional Student 
Education,  Reading Education, and Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) will 
demonstrate mastery of the following learning outcomes.  

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Advocate for changes to educational policies to ensure fairness for all learners. 

2. Share strategies for integrating technology into educational practices with colleagues. 

3. Evaluate curricular practices at the school level to ensure alignment with state or 
national/international standards. 

4. Analyze assessment data to inform decision making regarding planning and instruction. 

5. Evaluate research to identify evidence-based strategies to address specific educational needs. 

Graduates of the M.S. in Education with a concentration in Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology will 
demonstrate mastery of the following learning outcomes.  

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Design, develop, and utilize appropriate instructional planning approaches and instructional 
technologies for learning in a variety of settings, with an emphasis on distance education. 

2. Analyze and critique theory, research, and literature related to instruction, educational 
technology, and education and training, with an emphasis on distance teaching and learning. 

3. Utilize various educational technologies for learning in organizations, colleges, universities, and schools. 

4. Provide leadership in organizations, colleges, universities, and schools related to instruction/training, 
with an emphasis on educational technologies and distance education. 
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Field Experiences 

Field experiences are embedded in courses for teacher candidates throughout the master’s programs. 
Teacher candidates employed by a school or school district will complete their assignments at their work 
site. Alternate assignments will be provided to those candidates who are not employed by a school or school 
district. These requirements are specified in the individual programs of study that are outlined in the 
Department of Education sections of this catalog.  

Security Clearance  

Current security clearance status is required to complete in-field assignments; therefore, only candidates 
employed by a school or school district will be given in-field assignments. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html.  Specific program completion requirements 
can be located within the concentration or contact an academic advisor for additional information. 

To complete the M.S. in Education program a student must have: 
• completed all required coursework; 
• attained an overall 3.0 GPA; 
• if applicable, completed a capstone project (e.g., Applied Professional Experience, Internship, 

Practicum); 
• completed all state testing requirements specified for the program concentration, if applicable, 

and provide an official score report; and 
• fulfilled all financial obligations to the university for the diploma to be released. 

Program Completion Timeline 

Master’s degree students are allotted three (3) years from the initial term of enrollment in which to 
complete all program/degree requirements. Students unable to complete all program/degree requirements 
within this three-year time frame will be subject to dismissal. 

Concentration: Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology (Major Code F676) 

About the Concentration 

The M.S. in Education with a concentration in Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology is designed for 
educators and professionals who seek leadership roles in curriculum planning and development with an 
emphasis on the use of technology to effect change. Upon completion of the program, students should have 
gained experience in using educational research, learning theories, and instructional technology. Integration 
of technology into instructional activities, curriculum planning and implementation, and instructional 
technology leadership are the program focus. Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

CIT 515: Online Resources for Training and Teaching (3 credits) 

CIT 502: Research in Education: Process and Application (3 credits)  

https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html


Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice ─ Graduate Catalog 2026-2027 
Page 25 of 104 

CIT 516: Media and Instruction (3 credits) 

CIT 517: Web Authoring Basics (3 credits) 

CIT 500: Theories of Learning (3 credits) 

CIT 501: Curriculum and Instruction (3 credits) 

CIT 503: Assessment of Learning (3 credits) 

CIT 622: Technology and the School Curriculum (3 credits) 

CIT 623: Social Media and Web 2.0 Educational Applications (3 credits) 

CIT 508: Instructional Design for Trainers and Teachers (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 

Concentration: Elementary Education (Major Code F511) 

About the Concentration 

The M.S. in Education with a concentration in Elementary Education provides opportunities to develop 
knowledge and expertise in K–Grade 6 education. This concentration provides students with the skills to 
develop curriculum and deliver instruction in the areas of language and literacy, mathematics, science, and 
the arts. The course content is research-based and incorporates best practices in education. Note: This is a 
non-certification program. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

Core Course (3 credits) 

EDU 600: Transformative Educational Trends (3 credits) 

Specialization Courses (15 credits) 

ELE 610: Educational Technologies and Materials in the Elementary School (3 credits) 

ELE 503: Applications of the Science of Reading in K-6 Education (3 credits) 

ELE 504: Methods of Teaching Reading in the Elementary School (3 credits) 

ELE 502: Methods of Teaching Mathematics in the Elementary School (3 credits) 

ELE 601: Teaching Language Arts in the Elementary School (3 credits) 

Select 3 Courses from the following (9 credits) 

ELE 602: Teaching Science and STEM in the Elementary School (3 credits) 

ELE 603: Teaching Social Studies in Elementary School (3 credits) 

ELE 620: Teaching PE/Health, Art & Music in the Elementary School (3 credits) 

ELE 630: Curriculum Development and Instructional Design for the Elementary Classroom (3 credits) 

TSOL 510: Classroom TESOL: Theories and Strategies for Teachers (3 credits) 
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TSOL 515: Curriculum Development for TESOL (3 credits) 

ESE 660: Leadership in Curriculum and Instructional Practices for ESE (3 credits) 

Capstone Course (3 credits) 

EDU 699 Applied Professional Experience in Education (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 

Concentration: Exceptional Student Education (Major Code F515) 

About the Concentration 

The M.S. in Education program with a concentration in Exceptional Student Education (ESE) addresses the 
academic and professional needs of individuals seeking advanced, specialized study in the field of ESE. The 
courses focus on students with disabilities from prekindergarten or kindergarten through twelfth grade and 
their families. Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

Core Course (3 credits) 

EDU 600: Transformative Educational Trends (3 credits) 

Specialization Courses (24 credits) 

ESE 600: Survey of Exceptionalities of Children and Youth (3 credits) 

ESE 610: Speech and Language Development and Disabilities (3 credits) 

ESE 620: Behavior Management of Exceptional Students (3 credits) 

ESE 630: Educational and Psychological Assessments of Exceptional Students (3 credits) 

ESE 640: Transition Skills and Services for Exceptional Students (3 credits) 

ESE 560: Leadership in Curriculum and Instructional Practices for Exceptional Student Education (3 credits) 

ESE 680: Teaching Social and Personal Skills to Exceptional Students (3 credits) 

ESE 690: Consultation and Collaboration in Exceptional Student Education (3 credits) 

Capstone Course (3 credits) 

EDU 699 Applied Professional Experience in Education (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 

Concentration: Reading Education (Major Code F513) 

About the Concentration 

The M.S. in Education with a concentration in Reading Education focuses on preparing educators and 
professionals in the areas of literacy and language arts. This concentration provides students with the skills 
to develop curriculum and assess, evaluate, and deliver instruction in reading. The course content is 
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research-based and infuses scientifically based evidence of best practices in the science of reading.  Note: 
This is a non-certification program. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

CUR 526: Educational Research for Practitioners (3 credits) 

RED 570: Foundations of Reading: Theory and Practice (3 credits) 

RED 575: Contemporary Foundations of Reading (3 credits) 

RED 552: Diagnosing Reading Difficulties in Today’s Learners (3 credits) 

RED 555: Supervised Reading Practicum I: Individual Remediation (3 credits) 

RED 560: Literature for Children and Adolescents (3 credits) 

RED 567: Teaching Reading in the Secondary School (3 credits) 

RED 582: Reading Assessments for Classroom and School Improvements (3 credits) 

RED 585: Reading in the Content Area (3 credits) 

RED 586: Reading Supervision and Curriculum Development: Theory and Practice (3 credits) 

RED 577: Reading Assessments (3 credits) 

RED 587: Supervised Reading Practicum II: Group Remediation (3 credits 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 36 

Concentration: Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)  
(Major Code F660) 

About the Concentration 

The M.S. in Education with a concentration in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 
focuses on the study of literacy development for non-native English speakers. This program melds 
theoretical instruction with hands-on experiences, arming students with research-based methods and best 
practices for teaching English in both domestic and international settings. Students in this program select 
from a broad range of courses to develop a customized program of study that best aligns with their 
professional goals. Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Courses are offered on a rotating basis. Students will work closely with their advisor and department faculty 
to plan a program of study that best fits their needs. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

Required Courses 18 credits 

TSOL 575: Critical Issues in TESOL (3 credits) 

TEFL 580: Second Language Acquisition and Learning (3 credits) 
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TSOL 567: Applied Linguistics (3 credits) 

TEFL 530: Technology in TEFL (3 credits) 

TSOL 547: Testing and Evaluation in TESOL (3 credits) 

TSOL 699: Applied Professional Experience in TESOL (3 credits) 

Select 18 Credits from the following: 

ESE 610: Speech and Language Development and Disabilities (3 credits) 

TSOL 500: Foundations of Bilingual Education (3 credits) 

TSOL 562: Cultural and Cross-Cultural Studies (3 credits) 

TSOL 569: Methodology of TESOL (3 credits) 

TSOL 580: Dual Language Classrooms: Teaching Math, Science, and Social Studies to Speakers of 
Other Languages (3 credits) 

TEFL 525: Teaching English to Children (3 credits) 

TEFL 535: Teaching English to Adolescents and Adults (3 credits) 

TEFL 563: International Englishes: Historical Development and Usage (3 credits) 

TEFL 575: Structure of English (3 credits) 

TSOL 515: Curriculum Development for TESOL (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 36 

Master of Science in Educational Leadership  
The M.S. in Educational Leadership is available to educators who wish to obtain a graduate degree and enter 
the field of educational leadership. The program uses an individualized learning pathways model and is 
offered in two concentration options: (1) Florida state-approved or (2) non-certification. Aspiring assistant 
principals, principals, teacher leaders, district leaders in public, charter, or private settings, and leaders of 
not-for-profit organizations will be prepared to lead an organization in transformational ways, promote 
fairness, close the achievement gap, and lead schools that collaborate to build a democratic and socially just 
society. The course content is research-based and infuses best practices in education, while aligning directly 
with the Florida Department of Education’s program certification requirements. 

In the M.S. in Educational Leadership program, students engage in a Problem-Based Learning (PBL) 
experience that builds across the field experiences and internship courses. The focus of the PBL is to develop 
students’ capacity to propose an assessment-based solution to an educational challenge. As a culminating 
experience, students present their final projects to their peers, faculty, and district leaders during a week-
long summer symposium. Florida Educational Leadership Examination (FELE) test preparation is also infused 
throughout the program via core coursework and in the culminating seminar course. 

Program Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of the degree, students will be able to: 

1. Employ educational leadership strategies to foster transformation in schools and promote fairness for 
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all learners. 

2. Create a collaborative school environment to prioritize learning, value multiple perspectives, and 
ensure safety and well-being. 

3. Evaluate curriculum and instructional practices to ensure alignment with standards and improve 
student achievement. 

4. Evaluate research-based interventions to address educational needs. 

5. Analyze assessment data using technology tools to inform strategic planning and make educational 
decisions. 

6. Utilize an effective decision-making process to manage a school organization and ensure adherence to 
ethical, legal, and professional standards. 

7. Communicate effectively orally and in writing with students, families, teachers, and the community to 
professionally share ideas and engage all stakeholders. 

Field Experiences and Internships 

The field experiences and administrative internships are completed concurrently with the coursework in this 
program, to allow for ongoing real-world application of knowledge and theory. The purpose of the 
internship is to provide an opportunity to perform the duties of a school or district administrator. Under the 
guidance of an experienced cooperating administrator and a faculty supervisor, the intern will observe, 
interview, and work with the assigned administrator for a minimum of 250 contact hours. In addition, 
students will maintain leadership portfolios where they will show evidence of their growth in the knowledge 
and skills needed to succeed in the roles of educational leaders. Responsibilities assigned and tasks 
performed are to be aligned with the administrative areas identified as important to the growth of the Intern 
while meeting the State of Florida Field Experience requirements needed for certification as an Educational 
Leader. For additional information on field experiences and/or internship, please contact the Office of 
Placement Services at:  ops@nova.edu or link to the website at 
https://education.nova.edu/students/resources/placement-support.html.  

NOTE: The online internship application must be submitted and approved prior to the start of the 
semester/term in order to be eligible for the internship. All field experience and internship students are 
expected to adhere to the NSU Student Code of Conduct.as outlined in the NSU Student Handbook. 

Security Clearance  

To participate in field experience, students requiring placement in pre-K-12 classrooms are required to 
obtain a Level 2 security clearance (fingerprint/background check) from their respective school district. 
Obtaining and maintaining security clearance, along with related costs, is the NSU student’s responsibility. 
Any background clearance secured outside of the local public school district must be approved by the Office 
of Placement Services (OPS) before it is considered to be in compliance with NSU policies. OPS will 
provide correct procedures to those individuals with clearance that has been deemed not in compliance. 
Directions for obtaining a security clearance can be found on the Office of Placement Services Web page: 
https://education.nova.edu/students/resources/placement-support.html.  

Testing Requirements 

For students in the Florida state-approved concentration, testing requirements must be satisfied prior to the 
conferral of the student’s degree. Specifically, students must submit passing scores on all sections of the 
Florida Educational Leadership Examination (FELE) as a requirement for graduation. Students are responsible 
for designating Nova Southeastern University as a recipient of the score report. Official score reports must 

mailto:ops@nova.edu
https://education.nova.edu/students/resources/placement-support.html.
https://intranet.law.nova.edu/intranet/students/studentservices/documents/Code_of_student_Conduct_Academic_Responsibility_Updated.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.nova.edu%2Fstudents%2Fresources%2Fplacement-support.html&data=05%7C02%7Cbenedict%40nova.edu%7Cfd9bdea6ce8f4397f2e208dcbb96d9b3%7C2c2b2d312e3e4df1b571fb37c042ff1b%7C0%7C0%7C638591503772931506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tw%2FPZFl1z7O9A7TmUwHDYvMtV2trZmmBpQXr3C%2Fhl88%3D&reserved=0


Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice ─ Graduate Catalog 2026-2027 
Page 30 of 104 

be submitted directly from the testing center to Nova Southeastern University, Abraham S. Fischler College 
of Education and School of Criminal Justice prior to degree conferral and commencement participation. 
Score reports submitted by students will not be accepted. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html.  Specific program completion 
requirements can be located within the concentration or contact an academic advisor for additional 
information. 

To complete the M.S. in Educational Leadership program a student must have: 
• completed all required coursework; 
• attained an overall 3.0 GPA; 
• if applicable, completed a capstone project (e.g., Applied Professional Experience, Internship, 

Practicum); 
• completed all state testing requirements specified for the program concentration, if applicable, 

and provide an official score report; and 
• fulfilled all financial obligations to the university for the diploma to be released. 

Program Completion Timeline 

Master’s degree students are allotted three (3) years from the initial term of enrollment in which to 
complete all program/degree requirements. Students unable to complete all program/degree requirements 
within this three-year time frame will be subject to dismissal. 

Educational Leadership Certification: State Approved – Florida (Major Code 
A534) 

NOT CURRENTLY ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2026-2027 ADMISSION CYCLE. 

About the Concentration 

The M.S. in Educational Leadership is a state-approved program in Florida for add-on certification for 
teachers. It focuses on preparing prekindergarten through 12th-grade teachers for administrative positions 
in public and nonpublic schools and school systems. This concentration provides educators with leadership 
skills through individualized pathways and practical application, and provides broad knowledge of social, 
political, and economic forces at work in society that affect education. The course content is research-based 
and infuses best practices in education, while aligning directly with the Florida Department of Education’s 
program certification requirements. 

Professional Licensure Statement 

In accordance with U.S. Department of Education (ED) regulations, specifically 34 CFR § 668.43, the Fischler 
College of Education and School of Criminal Justice (FCE&SCJ) defines a professional licensure program as an 
academic program designed, marketed, and/or advertised to fulfill the educational prerequisites for a 
particular state license or certificate for employment.  State licensure or certification requirements can vary 
from state to state, depending on each State’s laws and regulations. We encourage all students to contact 
their applicable State licensure entities to familiarize themselves with the specific professional licensure or 
certification requirements.  

 Please visit the following URL for the Professional Licensure Disclosure for the M.S. in Educational 

https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html
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Leadership program: https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/ms-ed-leadership-disclosure.pdf   

Additional Admission Requirements 

1. Current Professional Educator’s Certificate. 

2. Supervisor Recommendation Form from the applicant’s school or district demonstrating the applicant’s 
leadership potential and skills. 

3. Submit two most recent performance evaluations or equivalent with obtained earnings of an 
“effective” or higher rating. 

4. Cumulative GPA of 3.0. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

Core Courses: 

EDLR 505: Educational Leadership: Theory, Practice and Partnerships (3 credits) 

EDLR 515: Educational Leadership: Curriculum, Instruction & Learning (3 credits) 

EDLR 525: Educational Leadership: Assessment & Strategic Decision Making(3 credits) 

EDLR 535: Educational Leadership: Policy, Ethics & Law in PK-12 Schools (3 credits) 

EDLR 545: Educational Leadership: School Operations & Finance (3 credits) 

EDLR 600: Seminar in Educational Leadership (3 credits) 

EDLR 610: Educational Leadership Symposium (3 credits) 

Residency/Internship: 

EDLR 575: Educational Leadership: Strategic School Leadership & Human Resources (3 credits) 

EDLR 580: Educational Leadership Internship I (3 credits) 

EDLR 585: Educational Leadership Internship II (3 credits)* 

*Enrollment in EDLR 585 requires approval by an academic advisor. Enrollment in EDLR 585 also requires 
passing scores on all sections of the Florida Educational Leadership Examination (FELE). 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30  

Additional Graduation Requirements 

1. Passing scores on all sections of the Florida Educational Leadership Examination (FELE). 

2. Provide evidence of completion of ESOL/ELL requirement of sixty (60) hours or ESOL district in-service 
points OR three (3) credit-hour undergraduate or graduate level ESOL course. 

Educational Leadership (Major Code F534) 

About the Concentration 

https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/ms-ed-leadership-disclosure.pdf
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The M.S. in Educational Leadership (non-certification) focuses on preparing educators as managers and 
administrators. Through individualized pathways, the non-certification program provides educators with 
skills in leadership, management and supervision, and budgeting as related to curriculum and instruction. 
The course content is research-based and infuses best practices in education. Note: This is a non-certification 
program. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

Core Courses: 

EDLR 505: Educational Leadership: Theory, Practice and Partnerships (3 credits) 

EDLR 515: Educational Leadership: Curriculum, Instruction & Learning (3 credits) 

EDLR 525: Educational Leadership: Assessment & Strategic Decision Making (3 credits) 

EDLR 535: Educational Leadership: Policy, Ethics & Law in PK-12 Schools (3 credits) 

EDLR 545: Educational Leadership: School Operations & Finance (3 credits) 

Select 15 credits of elective courses from the list below or any other eligible Masters-level course within the 
College: EDU 502: Psychological Foundations in Education (3 credits) 

EDU 508: Effective Instructional and Assessment Strategies (3 credits) 

TSOL 569: Methodology of TESOL (3 credits) 

EDLR 575: Educational Leadership: Strategic School Leadership & Human Resources (3 credits)* 

EDLR 596: Administrative Residency (3 credits) 

EDLR 600: Seminar in Educational Leadership (3 credits) 

EDLR 610: Educational Leadership Symposium (3 credits) 

*Enrollment in EDLR 575 requires approval by an academic advisor and lead faculty. 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 

Master of Science in Leadership  
The Master of Science in Leadership (MSL) at FCE&SCJ offers two concentrations (Organizational Leadership 
and Business Organization) and is designed for advisors, coordinators, trainers, supervisors, administrators, 
and directors in private schools, colleges and universities, human services and non-profit organizations, and 
the military. The MSL fosters the development of leadership skills to organize, motivate, and lead others to 
achieve organizational and team goals. This program focuses on developing practitioners who can translate 
leadership perspectives and applications into their respective fields of endeavor. 

Program Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of the degree, students will be able to: 
• Lead effectively using knowledge of theories, frameworks, strategies, and important issues in 

organizational leadership. 
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• Solve organizational leadership problems by applying solutions based on leadership 
knowledge. 

• Analyze research effectively for the purpose of decision-making in organizations. 
• Communicate effectively in both oral and written contexts in an organization. 
• Apply the use of technology to access research and other relevant information. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html. Specific program completion requirements 
can be located within the concentration or contact an academic advisor for additional information. 

To complete the MSL program a student must have: 
• completed all required coursework; 
• attained an overall 3.0 GPA; and 
• fulfilled all financial obligations to the university for the diploma to be released. 

Program Completion Timeline 

Master’s degree students are allotted three (3) years from the initial term of enrollment in which to 
complete all program/degree requirements. Students unable to complete all program/degree requirements 
within this three-year time frame will be subject to dismissal. 

Leadership (Major Code F987) 

The Master of Science in Leadership (MSL) is designed to develop practitioners who can effectively apply 
leadership skills and knowledge in their organizations and effect positive changes. Practitioners from the fields 
of private and public education, human services, the military, consulting, and non-profits are the primary 
audiences for this degree. The curriculum facilitates the transition from theory to practice and fosters the 
development of leadership skills to plan, organize, motivate, and lead others to achieve organizational and 
team goals. Major curriculum topics include leadership development, organizational systems, strategic 
leadership, learning communities, global leadership, and trends and issues. MSL is delivered primarily online.  
Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

Core Courses (16 credits) 

MSL 680: Leadership Theory and Practice (3 credits) 

MSL 681: Leading Change (3 credits) 

MSL 682: Ethical Leadership (3 credits) 

MSL 689: The Business of Leadership: Special Topics (4 credits) 

MSL 690: International Leadership Perspectives (3 credits) 

Concentration (15 credits) 

Select one of the following concentrations and complete the 5 courses listed within one specific 
concentration to fulfill the minimum concentration requirements. 

https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html
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Concentration 1: Organizational Leadership (15 credits) (Concentration Code F992) 

MSL 683: Research for Leaders (3 credits) 

MSL 684: Organizational Systems (3 credits) 

MSL 685: Leading Learning Communities (3 credits) 

MSL 686: Strategic Leadership (3 credits) 

MSL 687: Current Organizational Issues and Trends (3 credits) 

Concentration 2: Business Organizations (15 credits) (Concentration Code B117) 

NOTE: This concentration will be facilitated in cooperation with NSU’s H. Wayne Huizenga College 
of Business and Entrepreneurship. For specific catalog information please go to: 
https://www.nova.edu/academics/course-catalog.html. HRM 5310: Managing Human Resources (3 
credits) 

MGT 5105: Managing Organizational Behavior in a Dynamic and Complex World (3 credits) 

MGT 5380: Building and Leading Teams (3 credits) 

MGT 5631: Leading People and Organizations (3 credits) 

MGT 5686: Leading Creativity and Innovation (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 31 

Educational Specialist  
The Educational Specialist degree (Ed.S.) offers the professional educator both a challenging and rewarding 
educational experience. The curriculum focuses on growth in professional practice, application of current 
research and theory to each student’s professional work, acquisition and enhancement of leadership 
capacities, and the achievement of career objectives. Technological advancement will continue to impact the 
program, enabling students to obtain their degrees from virtually any location. 

The Educational Leadership concentration at the Ed.S. level is state approved in Florida and Nevada. The 
non-certification track includes one concentration—Curriculum, Instruction Management, and 
Administration —which help educators enhance their qualifications or renew credentials, provided they 
meet state eligibility requirements. The program also supports professional growth in a specialized area of 
study while preparing students to become effective instructional leaders. 

Program Learning Outcomes 

Educational Leadership  -- at the completion of the degree, graduates will be able to: 

1. Promote development and implementation of educational policies to ensure fairness for all learners. 

2. Design professional development on integrating technology into educational practices. 

3. Recommend changes to curricular practices at the school, district, and/or state level to support 
student academic success. 

4. Analyze assessment data to inform decision making in educational settings. 

5. Engage in research to identify, investigate, and to provide recommendations to address educational 

https://www.nova.edu/academics/course-catalog.html
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needs. 

Curriculum, Instruction, Management, and Administration - at the completion of the degree, graduates 
will be able to: 

1. Provide leadership in organizations, colleges, universities, and schools related to instruction/training, 
with an emphasis on teaching/training and learning at a distance. 

2. Create and critique research and literature related to the design, development, and management 
of teaching/training in a variety of settings with emphasis on teaching/training at a distance. 

3. Lead training and teaching organizations that are making changes, including the adoption and diffusion 
of instructional technology and distance education. 

4. Implement and evaluate instructional changes in organizations, colleges, universities, and schools, 
including changes involving instructional technology and distance education. 

Field Experiences 

Field experiences are embedded in courses for teacher candidates throughout the educational specialist 
programs. Additional practicum or field experiences may be required for programs that lead to certification. 
These requirements are specified in the individual programs of study that are outlined in this section. For 
additional information on field experiences, contact the Office of Placement Services at 800-986-3223, ext. 
25364 or link to the website at https://education.nova.edu/students/resources/placement-support.html.  

Security Clearance  

To participate in field experience, students requiring placement in Pre-K-12 classrooms are required to 
obtain a Level 2 security clearance (fingerprint/background check) from their respective school district. 
Obtaining and maintaining security clearance, along with related costs, is the NSU student’s responsibility. 
Any background clearance secured outside of the local public school district must be approved by the Office 
of Placement Services (OPS) before it is considered to be in compliance with NSU policies. OPS will provide 
correct procedures to those individuals with clearance that has been deemed not in compliance. Directions 
for obtaining security clearance can be found on the Office of Placement Services Web page: 
https://education.nova.edu/students/resources/placement-support.html.  

Educational Leadership Internship 

The EDL 799 course provides an opportunity to observe, interview, work with, and perform the duties of 
administrators in the actual work setting. Course requirements include a minimum of 300 contact hours, 
which include structured activities related to the role and responsibilities of educational leaders. The 
Internship is designed to fulfill the competency and experience goals of the Intern while meeting the State of 
Florida and the State of Nevada clinical requirements needed for certification as an Educational Leader. The 
internship is designed to ensure that any products or output are useful to the system in which the Intern 
works. 

NOTE: The Candidate is responsible for identifying a PK-12 local school-based administrator who will 
participate in the assistance of the Candidate’s course required activities. The Candidate is responsible for 
confirming participation with their local school-based administrator prior to enrolling for EDL 799. The online 
internship application must be submitted and approved prior to the start of the semester/term to be eligible 
for the internship. All field experience and internship students are expected to adhere to the NSU Student 
Code of Conduct.as outlined in the NSU Student Handbook.  

Testing Requirements 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.nova.edu%2Fstudents%2Fresources%2Fplacement-support.html&data=05%7C02%7Cbenedict%40nova.edu%7Cfd9bdea6ce8f4397f2e208dcbb96d9b3%7C2c2b2d312e3e4df1b571fb37c042ff1b%7C0%7C0%7C638591503772931506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tw%2FPZFl1z7O9A7TmUwHDYvMtV2trZmmBpQXr3C%2Fhl88%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.nova.edu%2Fstudents%2Fresources%2Fplacement-support.html&data=05%7C02%7Cbenedict%40nova.edu%7Cfd9bdea6ce8f4397f2e208dcbb96d9b3%7C2c2b2d312e3e4df1b571fb37c042ff1b%7C0%7C0%7C638591503772931506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tw%2FPZFl1z7O9A7TmUwHDYvMtV2trZmmBpQXr3C%2Fhl88%3D&reserved=0
https://intranet.law.nova.edu/intranet/students/studentservices/documents/Code_of_student_Conduct_Academic_Responsibility_Updated.pdf
https://intranet.law.nova.edu/intranet/students/studentservices/documents/Code_of_student_Conduct_Academic_Responsibility_Updated.pdf
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Testing requirements must be satisfied prior to the conferral of the student’s degree. Students are 
responsible for designating Nova Southeastern University as a recipient of the score report. Official score 
reports must be submitted directly from the testing center to Nova Southeastern University, Abraham S. 
Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice prior to degree conferral and commencement 
participation. Score reports submitted by students will not be accepted. If passing scores for the Florida 
Educational Leadership Examination (FELE) are not submitted within one year of completing coursework, 
students will need to reapply to the program and meet all current program requirements. 

For specific testing requirements, refer to the respective programs of study that are outlined in the 
Department of Education sections that follow in this catalog. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html.  Specific program completion requirements 
can be located within the concentration or contact an Academic Advisor. 

To complete the Ed.S. in Education program a student must have: 
• completed all required coursework; 
• attained an overall 3.0 GPA; 
• completed a capstone project (e.g., Applied Professional Experience, Internship, Practicum); 
• completed all state testing requirements as specified for your program concentration, if 

applicable, and provide an official score report; and 
• fulfilled all financial obligations to the university for the diploma to be released. 

Program Completion Timeline 

Educational Specialist students are allotted three (3) years from the initial term of enrollment in which to 
complete all program/degree requirements. Students unable to complete all program/degree requirements 
within this three-year time frame will be subject to dismissal. 

Concentration: Curriculum, Instruction, Management, and Administration 
(Major Code F519) 

About the Concentration 

The Ed.S. with a concentration in Curriculum, Instruction, Management, and Administration focuses on the 
study of educational and instructional leadership. This concentration provides students with the skills to 
develop and evaluate curriculum and curricular programs, with an emphasis on instructional leadership. The 
course content is research-based and infuses best practices in education. Note: This is a non-certification 
program. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

CIMA 700: Educational Inquiry and Electronic Research Technologies (3 credits) 

CIMA 702: Curriculum and Instruction: Trends and Issues (3 credits) 

CIMA 705: Today’s Educational Leader (3 credits) 

CIMA 706: Managing Change in the Educational Environment (3 credits) 

https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html
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CIMA 715: Communities in Education (3 credits) 

CIMA 712: Management for Curriculum & Instruction (3 credits) 

CIMA 717: Curricular Product Evaluation (3 credits) 

CIMA 707: Focus on the Future: Reconceptualizing Curriculum (3 credits) 

CIMA 720: Seminar in Program Synthesis (3 credits) 

CIMA 708: Distance Education: Curriculum and Management (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 

Concentration: Educational Leadership  
Certification: State Approved – Florida (Major Code A534) 

About the Concentration 

The Ed.S. with a concentration in Educational Leadership is a state approved program in Florida for add-on 
certification for teachers. It focuses on preparing prekindergarten through 12th-grade teachers for 
administrative positions in public and nonpublic schools and school systems. This concentration provides 
educators with leadership skills through practical application and provides broad knowledge of social, 
political, and economic forces at work in society that affect education. The course content is research based 
and infuses best practices in education, while aligning directly with the Florida Department of Education’s 
program certification requirements. 

Professional Licensure Statement 

In accordance with U.S. Department of Education (ED) regulations, specifically 34 CFR § 668.43, the Fischler 
College of Education and School of Criminal Justice (FCE&SCJ) defines a professional licensure program as an 
academic program designed, marketed, and/or advertised to fulfill the educational prerequisites for a 
particular state license or certificate for employment.  State licensure or certification requirements can vary 
from state to state, depending on each State’s laws and regulations. We encourage all students to contact 
their applicable State licensure entities to familiarize themselves with the specific professional licensure or 
certification requirements.  

 Please visit the following URL for the Professional Licensure Disclosure for the Ed.S. in Educational 
Leadership program: https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/eds-edl-professional-licensure-
disclosure.pdf.  

Additional Admission Requirements 

1. Current Professional Educator’s Certificate. 

2. Supervisor Recommendation Form from the applicant’s school or district demonstrating the applicant’s 
leadership potential and skills. 

3. Submit two most recent performance evaluations or equivalent with obtained earnings of an 
“effective” or higher rating. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

EDU 708: Research Design in Education (3 credits) 

https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/eds-edl-professional-licensure-disclosure.pdf
https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/eds-edl-professional-licensure-disclosure.pdf
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EDL 702: Standard-Based Curriculum and Assessment (3 credits)  

EDL 704: Visionary Leadership for Educational Communities (3 credits)  

EDL 705: Educational Budgeting and Finance (3 credits) 

EDL 720: School Law for Administrators (3 credits) 

EDL 725: Human Resources and Staff Development (3 credits) 

EDL 735: Community Engagement and the Management of Schools (3 credits)  

EDL 755: Research and Technology in Educational Leadership (3 credits) 

EDL 760: Ethical Leadership and Data-driven Decision-Making (3 credits)  

EDL 790: Seminar in Educational Leadership (3 credits)* 

EDL 799: Clinical Internship for Educational Leaders (6 credits)* 

*Enrollment in EDL 790 and EDL 799 requires approval by an academic advisor. Enrollment in EDL 799 also 
requires passing scores on all sections of the Florida Educational Leadership Examination (FELE). 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 36  

Additional Graduation Requirements 

1. Passing scores on all sections of the Florida Educational Leadership Examination (FELE). 

2. Provide evidence of completion of ESOL/ELL requirement of sixty (60) hours or ESOL district in-service 
points OR three (3) credit-hour undergraduate or graduate level ESOL course 

Concentration: Educational Leadership 
Certification: State Approved – Nevada (Major Code A534) 

About the Concentration 

The Ed.S. in Educational Leadership is approved by the Nevada Department of Education and is designed to 
meet the requirements for eligibility for the Administrator of a School (K–12) endorsement. This 
concentration provides educators with leadership skills through practical application and provides broad 
knowledge of social, political, and economic forces at work in society that affect education. The course 
content is research-based and infuses best practices in education, while aligning directly with the Nevada 
Department of Education’s educational leadership licensure requirements. 

Professional Licensure Statement 

In accordance with U.S. Department of Education (ED) regulations, specifically 34 CFR § 668.43, the Fischler 
College of Education and School of Criminal Justice (FCE&SCJ) defines a professional licensure program as an 
academic program designed, marketed, and/or advertised to fulfill the educational prerequisites for a 
particular state license or certificate for employment.  State licensure or certification requirements can vary 
from state to state, depending on each State’s laws and regulations. We encourage all students to contact 
their applicable State licensure entities to familiarize themselves with the specific professional licensure or 
certification requirements.  

Please visit the following URL for the Professional Licensure Disclosure for the Ed.S. in Educational 
Leadership program: https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/eds-edl-professional-licensure-

https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/eds-edl-professional-licensure-disclosure.pdf
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disclosure.pdf.  

Additional Admission Requirements 

Applicants to the Nevada state approved program in Educational Leadership must provide evidence of a 
temporary or professional teaching certificate/license and an employment verification letter demonstrating 
at least 3 years of teaching experience in accredited K-12 schools. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

EDU 708: Research Design in Education (3 credits) 

EDL 702: Standard-Based Curriculum and Assessment (3 credits)  

EDL 704: Visionary Leadership for Educational Communities (3 credits)  

EDL 705: Educational Budgeting and Finance (3 credits) 

EDL 720: School Law for Administrators (3 credits) 

EDL 725: Human Resources and Staff Development (3 credits) 

EDL 735: Community Engagement and the Management of Schools (3 credits)  

EDL 755: Research and Technology in Educational Leadership (3 credits) 

EDL 760: Ethical Leadership and Data-driven Decision-Making (3 credits)  

EDL 745: Administration of School Improvement Process (3 credits) 

EDL 799: Clinical Internship for Educational Leaders (6 credits)* 

*Enrollment in EDL 799 requires approval by an academic advisor. Enrollment in EDL 799 also requires 
passing scores on all sections of the Praxis exam. 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 36  

Additional Graduation Requirements 

Students enrolled in the Nevada program are required to take and pass all sections of either the Praxis 5412 
Educational Leadership: Administration and Supervision exam (passing score = 146) or the Praxis 6990 
School Leaders Licensure Assessment exam (passing score = 151). 

M.S. to Ed.D. En Route Program in Educational Leadership   
M.S. to Ed.D. En Route Program in Educational Leadership 

The M.S. to Ed.D. En Route Program in Educational Leadership offers a streamlined pathway for aspiring 
educational leaders to earn both a Master’s and a Doctorate in Education with a concentration in 
Educational Leadership within a total of 48 credit hours. Students complete 18 credits of master’s level 
coursework followed by 30 credits of doctoral level coursework, culminating in the Ed.D. degree. 

Designed with workforce relevance at its core, the curriculum is aligned with contemporary leadership 
competencies and the evolving demands of educational organizations. Students engage in rigorous academic 
study while participating in field-based activities that integrate theory with practice, fostering leadership 

https://education.nova.edu/_resources/files/eds-edl-professional-licensure-disclosure.pdf
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development in real-world settings. 

This innovative program supports professionals seeking to advance their careers in K–12, higher education, 
or other educational contexts, equipping them with the skills to lead transformative change and drive 
organizational improvement. Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Educational Leadership will demonstrate mastery of 
the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, participation in problem-based 
projects, completion of class assignments and class presentations, and/or field-based experiences. 

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Implement a strategic plan that outlines actions for school improvement and their implications. 

2. Evaluate the human resource program in terms of human resource planning, recruitment of personnel, 
selection of personnel, placement and induction of personnel, staff development, evaluation of 
personnel, compensation of personnel, and collective bargaining (if appropriate). 

3. Promote a positive culture within the school or district that includes the design of comprehensive 
professional growth plans for school personnel. 

4. Utilize practical applications of organizational theories to manage the resources, budgeting process, 
physical plant or plants, organizational operations, and the resources of a school or district. 

5. Develop and align the curriculum goals and objectives with instructional strategies appropriate for 
varied teaching and learning styles and specific student needs. 

6. Collaborate with internal and external stakeholders, respond to their interests and needs, and mobilize 
resources. 

Program-Specific Admission Requirements 

For general requirements, refer to the Admission section in this catalog. 

Enrollment Structure 

Ed.D. students are required to take two courses per 16-week term (one 8-week course in Session 1 and one 
8-week course in Session 2). This structure provides consistent pacing and ensures timely progression 
through the program and Strategic Research Project milestones. 

Program Completion Timeline  

Students in the M.S. to Ed.D. En Route Program in Educational Leadership are allotted five (5) years from the 
initial term of enrollment to complete all required coursework and the Strategic Research Project. Students 
who do not complete all program or degree requirements within the established timeframe of five-years 
(coursework and the Strategic Research Project) will be subject to academic dismissal. 

Graduation Requirements 

Students in the M.S. to Ed.D. En Route program in Educational Leadership will be eligible for conferral of the 
Master’s in Educational Leadership upon completion of 30 credits. This Includes 18 credits of master’s level 
coursework and 12 credits of doctoral level coursework. Upon completion of the remaining 18 credits of 
doctoral level coursework students will be eligible for conferral of the doctoral degree with a concentration 
in Educational Leadership. 
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To complete the M.S. to Ed.D. En Route in Educational Leadership program, a student must have: 
• Completed 48 credits of coursework. 
• Attained an overall 3.0 GPA. 

Program of Study 

(Major Code: F534/F871 – Concentration Code: F872) 

M.S. Core Courses (18 Credits) 

EDLR 0505: Educational Leadership: Theory, Practice and Partnerships (3 credits) 

EDLR 0515: Educational Leadership: Curriculum, Instruction & Learning (3 credits) 

EDLR 0525: Educational Leadership: Assessment & Strategic Decision Making (3 credits) 

EDLR 0535: Educational Leadership: Policy, Ethics & Law in PK-12 Schools (3 credits) 

EDLR 0545: Educational Leadership: School Operations & Finance (3 credits) 

EDLR 0596: Administrative Residency (3 credits) 

Ed.D. Core Courses (6 credits) 

EDD 8100: Academic Writing (3 credits) 

EDD 8411: Data for Impact and Transformation (3 credits) 

Ed.D. Research Courses (6 credits) 

RES 8920: Evidence Based Inquiry for Strategic Research   (3 credits) 

RES 9300:  Innovative Project Planning for Strategic Research  (3 credits) 

Ed.D. Concentration Courses (18 credits) 

RES 8913: Program Evaluation (3 Credits) 

EDLR 8420: Policy and Finance for Educational Leaders (3 credits)  

EDLR 8425: Turnaround Leadership (3 credits) 

EDLR 8435: Current Trends and Technology in Educational Leadership (3 credits) 

ESRP 9000: Strategic Research Project I (6 credits) 

Total Credits for Completion 48 

Doctor of Education  
The Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) at the Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice is a 48-
credit applied doctoral program designed to prepare professionals to lead transformative change across 
educational, nonprofit, corporate, and community contexts. The program emphasizes the integration of 
theory and practice, cultivating ethical leadership, evidence-informed decision-making, applied research 
literacy, and the strategic use of technology to address complex, real-world challenges. Through advanced 
coursework in core, applied research, and concentration areas, students develop the analytical and practical 
skills required to investigate pressing problems, implement innovative solutions, and contribute to 
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organizational and societal progress. Faculty mentoring and advising are integrated throughout the program 
to support academic progress, professional development, and the application of scholarship. The program 
culminates in the Strategic Research Project (SRP). This scholarly, practice-based capstone requires students 
to identify a complex problem of practice within their professional context, conduct a literature-informed 
needs analysis, design and evaluate an evidence-based intervention, and disseminate their project through a 
report and presentation.  

Concentrations 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program are equipped to lead with integrity, innovate with purpose, and drive 
meaningful change within their organizations and communities and you can specialize your degree for your 
field with one of these concentrations: 

• Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology 
• Educational Leadership 
• Higher Education Leadership 
• Organizational Leadership 
• Special Education 

Program Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program will be able to: 

1. Apply evidence-informed strategies and disciplinary knowledge to solve complex problems of practice 
in professional contexts. 

2. Critically analyze and synthesize research, theory, and data to inform decision-making, innovation, and 
applied scholarship. 

3. Use applied inquiry frameworks to design, test, and refine solutions that drive organizational and 
community impact. 

4. Employ data to promote evidence-based decisions and evaluate outcomes. 

5. Demonstrate ethical leadership when working with diverse organizations, stakeholders, and 
communities. 

6. Communicate scholarly and professional ideas clearly and effectively through written, oral, and digital 
modalities tailored to varied audiences. 

7. Engage in reflective practice that supports ongoing professional growth and contributions to the field. 

Program-Specific Admission Requirements 

For general requirements, refer to the Admission section in this catalog. 

Enrollment Structure 

Ed.D. students are required to take two courses per 16-week term (one 8-week course in Session 1 and one 
8-week course in Session 2). This structure provides consistent pacing and ensures timely progression 
through the program and Strategic Research Project milestones. 

Strategic Research Project 

The Strategic Research Project is a practice-based, interdisciplinary project rooted in students’ professional 
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settings. In this capstone, students identify a strategic challenge, opportunity, or innovation gap and design a 
product, solution, or initiative aligned with their Ed.D. concentration. The project includes a literature-
informed rationale, strategic action plan, proposed product, implementation model, and evaluation 
framework. Students receive peer and expert feedback to refine their work and present their final project 
through a final manuscript and a professional oral presentation. Elements of the SRP are developed 
throughout the program and stored in the Canvas Portfolio to support formative growth and summative 
integration. This capstone emphasizes scholarly writing, applied leadership, and evidence-based innovation 
for real-world impact. 

The SRP is solely offered in a structured format, designed to be completed as the last step in the student’s 
doctoral program. Once all coursework is completed, students will enroll in one  6-credit course (ESRP 9000: 
Strategic Research Project I).  

The SRP is graded on a Pass/Fail (P/F) basis in accordance with FCE&SCJ official policy. 

Program Completion Timeline  

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) students are allotted five (5) years from the initial term of enrollment to 
complete all required coursework and the Strategic Research Project. Ed.D. students who do not complete 
all program or degree requirements within the established timeframe of five-years (coursework and the 
Strategic Research Project) will be subject to academic dismissal. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html. Specific program completion requirements 
are located within each concentration or consult an academic advisor. 

To complete the Doctor of Education program, a student must have: 
• Completed all required coursework. 
• Completed a Strategic Research Project. 
• Attained an overall 3.0 GPA. 

General Program Requirements  

All students enrolled in the Ed.D. program must complete the following required core and research courses 
(21 credits), choose one area of concentration (21 credits), and complete the Strategic Research Project (6 
credits). Total credits required for degree completion equals 48 credits.  

Program of Study (Major Code: F871) 

Required Core Courses (12 credits) 

EDD 8100: Academic Writing (3 credits) 

EDD 8010: Emerging Trends and Strategic Innovation in Learning and Organizations (3 credits) 

EDD 8110: Designing Transformative Learning Environments (3 credits) 

EDD 8411: Data for Impact and Transformation (3 credits) 

Required Research Courses (9 credits) 

RES 8920: Evidence Based Inquiry for Strategic Research  (3 credits) 

https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html
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RES 9300: Innovative Project Planning for Strategic Research (3 credits) 

RES 8913: Program Evaluation (3 Credits) 

Strategic Research Project (6 credits)  

ESRP 9000: Strategic Research Project I (6 credits)* 

*ESRP 9000 is the final capstone course and must be taken in the last semester of your degree program. It is 
a standalone course and cannot be taken concurrently with any other course. This ensures students have the 
time and focus needed to successfully complete their culminating project. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

Students must select one concentration area (See list above and details below). 

Concentration Area: Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology  
(Concentration Code F676) 

 The concentration in Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology prepares leaders to design, implement, 
evaluate, and improve learning systems across educational settings. Grounded in curriculum studies, 
learning sciences, instructional design, and evidence-based decision-making, the program emphasizes 
integrating theory, research, and practice to address complex challenges in teaching and learning. 

Students examine curriculum through historical, philosophical, and organizational perspectives while 
developing expertise in curriculum development, assessment, instructional improvement, and educational 
innovation. Emphasis is placed on understanding how individuals learn, how learning environments are 
designed, and how educational systems can be improved to support meaningful learning outcomes. 
Students develop the professional judgment necessary to evaluate evidence, interpret complex educational 
contexts, and make informed curricular, instructional, and organizational decisions. 

The program explores the role of technology, artificial intelligence, and emerging innovations within 
curriculum and instructional systems. Through the application of learning sciences, systems thinking, and 
design-based approaches, students critically evaluate emerging practices and develop the knowledge and 
skills needed to lead innovation, improve learning outcomes, and create responsive learning environments. 
Emphasis is placed on the ethical, responsible, and evidence-based use of technology and AI in educational 
settings. 

Graduates are prepared to draw upon theory, research, learning sciences, and data-informed inquiry to 
exercise professional judgment, generate solutions to complex problems of practice, lead innovation, and 
make strategic decisions that improve curriculum, instruction, and learning systems while contributing to the 
advancement of educational practice and policy. Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology  will 
demonstrate mastery of the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, 
participation in problem-based projects, completion of class assignments and presentations, and field-based 
experiences. 

Graduates will be able to:  

1. Critically analyze and apply curriculum theory, learning sciences, and instructional research to design, 
implement, and evaluate learning experiences and educational programs across educational settings. 
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2. Exercise professional judgment to address complex problems of practice by integrating evidence, 
theory, contextual factors, and stakeholder perspectives. 

3. Design, implement, and evaluate curriculum, instruction, assessment, and learning systems that 
promote meaningful, accessible, and effective learning outcomes. 

4. Use data-informed inquiry and research to investigate educational challenges, evaluate innovations, 
and support continuous improvement within educational systems. 

5. Evaluate and apply emerging technologies, artificial intelligence, and digital learning innovations using 
ethical, responsible, and evidence-based decision-making processes. 

6. Lead organizational change and innovation by applying systems thinking, collaborative leadership, and 
strategic decision-making to improve teaching, learning, and educational outcomes. 

7. Generate, communicate, and apply scholarly knowledge that contributes to the advancement of 
curriculum, instruction, learning systems, and educational practice. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

CUR 8110 Principles of Curriculum and Teaching 

CUR 8210 Curriculum Development and Design 

CUR 8310 Curriculum Assessment and Evaluation 

IDT 6000 Curriculum and Instruction: Theory and Research 

IDT 7914 Curriculum, Teaching and Technology 

IDT 8001 Instructional Design 

IDT 8008 Principles of Instructional Technology 

Concentration Area: Educational Leadership 
(Concentration Code F872) 

The primary goal of the concentration in Educational Leadership (EDL) is to improve our K-12 schools by 
preparing candidates for leadership and lifelong learning in the fields of K-12 educational administration. The 
doctoral program fosters an in-depth application of knowledge and skills, inquiry, and research, problem-
solving, collaboration and communication, professional development, ethical behavior, and higher order 
thinking skills. 

The graduates of the EDL concentration will be leaders in improving schools and other learning 
environments; expanding their administrative competence and modeling visionary leadership; advocating 
and implementing educational improvement using informed action research, effective application of change 
theory, collaborative decision- making and strategic planning, risk and creativity, and appropriate evaluation; 
and identifying and addressing contemporary and future educational issues in a changing world. Note: This is 
a non-certification program. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Educational Leadership will demonstrate mastery of 
the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, participation in problem-based 
projects, completion of class assignments and class presentations, and/or field-based experiences. 
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Graduates will be able to: 

1. Implement a strategic plan that outlines actions for school improvement and their implications. 

2. Evaluate the human resource program in terms of human resource planning, recruitment of personnel, 
selection of personnel, placement and induction of personnel, staff development, evaluation of 
personnel, compensation of personnel, and collective bargaining (if appropriate). 

3. Promote a positive culture within the school or district that includes the design of comprehensive 
professional growth plans for school personnel. 

4. Utilize practical applications of organizational theories to manage the resources, budgeting process, 
physical plant or plants, organizational operations, and the resources of a school or district. 

5. Develop and align the curriculum goals and objectives with instructional strategies appropriate for 
varied teaching and learning styles and specific student needs. 

6. Collaborate with internal and external stakeholders, respond to their interests and needs, and mobilize 
resources. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

EDLR 8410: Leading an Educational Organization: Theory, Practice, and Reflection (3 credits)  

EDLR 8420: Policy and Finance for Educational Leaders (3 credits)  

EDLR 8425: Turnaround Leadership (3 credits) 

EDLR 8430: Legal and Ethical Issues in Educational Leadership (3 credits)  

EDLR 8435: Current Trends and Technology in Educational Leadership (3 credits) 

EDLR 8460: The Principal and School Leadership (3 credits) OR EDLR 8461: The Superintendent and District 
Leadership (3 credits) 

ORGL 8750: Strategic Planning (3 credits) 

Concentration Area: Higher Education Leadership 
(Concentration Code F874) 

The primary goal of the concentration in Higher Education Leadership (HEL) is to prepare students for 
leadership and lifelong learning in the field of higher education. The doctoral program combines theory and 
practice with the goal of equipping its graduates with an in-depth knowledge of key leadership skills such as 
applied research, problem-solving, systems thinking, social intelligence, professional development, and 
higher order cognitive skills. 

The graduates of the Higher Education Leadership concentration will be expected to serve as leaders in 
improving the academic and administrative performance of colleges and universities by modeling visionary 
leadership, using action research to drive continuous improvement, creating a collaborative decision-making 
process, carrying out environmental scans, conducting program evaluations, and identifying and addressing 
educational challenges of the global economy. Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Higher Education Leadership will demonstrate 
mastery of the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, participation in 
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problem-based projects, completion of class assignments and class presentation, and/or field-based 
experiences.  

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Examine the institution’s internal and external forces to proactively plan change. 

2. Employ the skills and strategies needed to lead higher education institutions in the 21st century. 

3. Develop an understanding of and vision for the academic mission of higher educational institutions that 
affirms and values its society. 

4. Respond to the needs of the institution’s stakeholders while addressing real-world problems. 

5. Manage the human, financial, and technological resources and data to make informed, ethical, and 
legal decisions. 

6. Analyze the factors that influence the delivery of higher education in a global marketplace. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

HEL 8300: The Faces of 21st Century Higher Education Institutions (3 credits)  

HEL 8310: Student Affairs in Higher Education (3 credits) 

HEL 8320: Planning, Budgeting, and Financing of Institutional Resources (3 credits)  

HEL 8330: Governance, Ethics, and the Law of Higher Education (3 credits) 

HEL 8340: Leading the Academic Mission of Today’s Colleges & Universities (3 credits)  

HEL 8350: Politics and External Relations of Higher Education (3 credits) 

HEL 8360: Comparative Higher Education (3 credits) 

Concentration Area: Organizational Leadership 
(Concentration Code F878) 

The primary purpose of the concentration in Organizational Leadership (OL) is to build upon the capacities of 
adult learners to meet both current and future challenges facing their organizations. Organizational leaders 
must acquire the skills to lead in the context of a changing economy, growing globalism, and rapidly 
developing technology. The OL concentration has been designed to meet the needs of practitioners by 
linking theory to best practices. The curriculum presents students with strategic opportunities to develop 
professionally and to apply their knowledge and skills to lead organizations effectively into the future. Note: 
This is a non-certification program. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Organizational Leadership will demonstrate 
proficiency in the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, application of 
problem-based learning, completion of class assignments and presentations, and/or field experiences. 

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate global and virtual leadership competencies by applying cross-cultural awareness, digital 
collaboration strategies, and inclusive practices to lead diverse teams effectively. 
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2. Design and implement strategies that enhance organizational effectiveness and talent development, 
leveraging evidence-based approaches to build capacity, improve performance, and sustain 
professional growth. 

3. Apply strategic planning and change leadership frameworks to guide organizational transformation, 
manage resistance, and foster cultures of innovation and adaptability. 

4. Employ critical thinking decision-making to analyze complex problems, evaluate alternatives, and 
implement ethical, evidence-based solutions. 

5. Examine ethical principles and governance practices to advocate for accountability, transparency, and 
responsible leadership in diverse organizational settings. 

6. Foster innovation and adaptive leadership by developing creative solutions to strategic challenges and 
aligning them with organizational missions in rapidly changing environments. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

ORGL 8730: Virtual and Global Leadership (3 credits)  

ORGL 8740: Organizational Effectiveness and Talent Development (3 credits) 

ORGL 8750: Strategic Planning (3 credits) 

ORGL 8760: Leading Organizational Change (3 credits) 

ORGL 8770: Critical Thinking for Decision Making (3 credits) 

ORGL 8780: Ethics and Governance (3 credits)  

ORGL 8790: Innovation and Adaptive Leadership (3 credits) 

Concentration Area: Special Education 
(Concentration Code F879) 

The Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) program, with a concentration in Special Education, is designed for school- 
and agency-based professionals seeking leadership positions in organizations serving individuals with 
disabilities and their families, as well as those pursuing faculty roles at colleges or universities. The program 
includes advanced coursework, seminars, and research that develop applied, practice-based leadership skills 
for roles in academic settings, service agencies, policy and advocacy organizations, and research institutions. 
Coursework emphasizes critical and reflective thinking, remaining responsive to regulatory changes in the 
field. Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

The FCE&SCJ, in concert with the mission of NSU, has established overarching goals for doctoral programs 
offered within the school. There are seven broad outcomes anticipated for students who successfully 
complete the Ed.D. in Special Education. 

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Implement collaborative teaming approaches for the purpose of decision making related to the 
application of current research, curriculum development and interagency collaboration with school and 
agency staff, individuals with disabilities, and family members to improve outcomes attained by 
individuals with disabilities. 
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2. Employ analytical skills to identify and resolve problems in the delivery of special education and related 
services while promoting accountability and school renewal. 

3. Employ analytical skills to identify and resolve problems in the effective and ethical delivery of direct 
services provided by human services agencies (e.g., training in self-determination, independent living, 
supported employment, advocacy, and associated life skills). 

4. Apply the laws, regulations, and policies from the federal, state, and district levels that relate to 
individuals with disabilities and their families in educational, employment, and other community 
settings, as well as with regard to advocacy concerns. 

5. Synthesize research from peer-reviewed journals to formulate a conceptual and theoretical framework 
to identify and address challenges that affect individuals with disabilities, to generate potential 
solutions to challenges, and to understand and influence disability related policies and practices. 

6. Utilize current research for the purpose of substantiating ideas posited during academic 
discourse/discussions in both course participation activities and in subsequent professional settings. 

7. Supervise the organization and administration of programs in special education, direct service agencies, 
and/or other organizations that serve individuals with disabilities and their families. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

SPED 8401: Special Education Law and Policy (3 credits) 

SPED 8403: Conferencing with Parents and Families of Individuals with Disabilities (3 credits)  

SPED 8404: Organization and Administration of Special Education Programs (3 credits)  

SPED 8406: Transition, Career Development, and Independent Living (3 credits) 

SPED 8410: Assessment and Evaluation of Special Needs, Cognitive and Behavioral (3 credits) 

SPED 8802: Seminar in the Nature of Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (3 credits) 

SPED 8804: Advanced Topics in Interventions for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (3 credits) 

Programs for Residents of Puerto Rico 
Some of the courses listed on the following pages have been approved by the Puerto Rico Department of 
Education for Title II funds reimbursement. 

The following programs are offered for residents of Puerto Rico and may be subject to unique certification 
requirements aligned with the Puerto Rico Department of Education https://education.nova.edu/bilingual-
programs/index.html 

Master of Science (M.S.) in Education 

Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology 

Exceptional Student Education 

Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 

Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) 

https://education.nova.edu/bilingual-programs/index.html
https://education.nova.edu/bilingual-programs/index.html
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Educational Leadership  

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) 

Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology 

Early Childhood and Elementary Education 

Educational Leadership 

Healthcare Education 

Organizational Leadership 

Special Education 

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) 

Criminal Justice with a concentration in: 

Criminal Justice Policy, Practice, and Leadership 

Program Information 

Master of Science (M.S.) in Education 
M.S. in Education offers the following concentrations: 

• Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology (CIT) 
• Exceptional Student Education 
• Teaching English as a Second Language (TESOL) 

Study Programs 

NSU and FCE&SCJ offer master's degrees ranging from 30 to 42 credits in a variety of topics and 
concentrations. 

Concentration: Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology 
(Major Code F676) 

About the Concentration 

The M.S. in Education with a concentration in Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology is designed for 
educators and professionals who seek leadership roles in curriculum planning and development with an 
emphasis on the use of technology to effect change. Upon completion of the program, students should have 
gained experience in using educational research, learning theories, and instructional technology. Integration 
of technology into instructional activities, curriculum planning and implementation, and instructional 
technology leadership are the program focus.  

Note: Select coursework within this program may align with the Puerto Rico Department of Education 
(PRDOE) requirements for K–12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology teacher recertification. Eligibility for 
recertification is determined solely by PRDOE. Students are responsible for verifying current requirements. 
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Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

CIT 500: Theories of Learning (3 credits) 

CIT 501: Curriculum and Instruction (3 credits) 

CIT 502: Research in Education: Process and Application (3 credits) 

CIT 503: Assessment of Learning (3 credits) 

CIT 508: Instructional Design for Trainers and Teachers (3 credits) 

CIT 515: Online Resources for Training and Teaching (3 credits) 

CIT 516: Media and Instruction (3 credits) 

CIT 517: Web Authoring Basics (3 credits) 

CIT 622: Technology and the School Curriculum (3 credits) 

CIT 623: Social Media and Web 2.0 Educational Applications (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 

Concentration: Exceptional Student Education Non-certification  
(Major Code F515) 

About the Concentration 

The M.S. program with a concentration in Exceptional Student Education (ESE) addresses the academic and 
professional needs of individuals seeking advanced, specialized study in the field of ESE. The courses focus 
on students with disabilities from prekindergarten or kindergarten through twelfth grade and their families 

Note: Select coursework within this program may align with the Puerto Rico Department of Education 
(PRDOE) requirements for K–12 Exceptional Student Education teacher recertification. Eligibility for 
recertification is determined solely by PRDOE. Students are responsible for verifying current requirements. 

Program of Study 

CUR 526: Educational Research for Practitioners (3 credits)  

CBD 501: Special Education Law (3 credits) 

ESE 600: Survey of Exceptionalities of Children and Youth (3 credits)  

ESE 610: Speech and Language Development and Disabilities (3 credits)  

ESE 620: Behavior Management of Exceptional Students (3 credits) 

ESE 630: Educational and Psychological Assessments of Exceptional Students (3 credits)  

ESE 640: Transition Skills and Services for Exceptional Students (3 credits) 

ESE 650: Instructional Strategies for Exceptional Students (3 credits) 

ESE 660: Curriculum and Instructional Materials for Exceptional Students (3 credits)  
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ESE 670: Educational Practices for Exceptional Students (3 credits) 

ESE 680: Teaching Social and Personal Skills to Exceptional Students (3 credits)  

ESE 690: Consultation and Collaboration in Exceptional Student Education (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion: 36 

Concentration: Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 
(Major Code F660) 

About the Concentration 

The M.S. in Education with a concentration in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 
focuses on the study of literacy development for non-native English speakers. This program melds 
theoretical instruction with hands-on experiences, arming students with research-based methods and best 
practices for teaching English in both domestic and international settings. Students in this program select 
from a broad range of courses to develop a customized program of study that best aligns with their 
professional goals. In addition, applicants will need English language proficiency by one of the methods 
indicated in the Non-Native English Speakers section of this catalog. 

Courses are offered on a rotating basis. Students will work closely with their advisor and department faculty 
to plan a program of study that best fits their needs. 

Note: Select coursework within this program may align with the Puerto Rico Department of Education 
(PRDOE) requirements for K–12 Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) teacher 
recertification. Eligibility for recertification is determined solely by PRDOE. Students are responsible for 
verifying current requirements. 

Program of Study 

TSOL 575: Critical Issues in TESOL (3 credits) 

TEFL 580: Second Language Acquisition and Learning (3 credits)  

TSOL 567: Applied Linguistics (3 credits) 

TSOL 547: Testing and Evaluation in TESOL (3 credits)  

TSOL 569: Methodology of TESOL (3 credits) 

TEFL 525: Teaching English to Children (3 credits)  

TEFL 575: Structure of English (3 credits) 

TSOL 515: Curriculum Development for TESOL (3 credits)  

RED 560: Literature for Children and Adolescents (3 credits) 

RED 570: Fundamentals of Reading: Theory and Practice (3 credits)  

RED 567: Teaching Reading in the Secondary School (3 credits) 

TSOL 525: Teaching Reading and Literacy Development in Spanish (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 36 
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NOTE: Students interested in obtaining Bilingual Education Teacher Recertification will need to take the 
following additional courses: 

TSOL 562: Cultural and Cross-Cultural Studies (3 credits) 

TSOL 580: Dual Language Classrooms: Teaching Math, Science, and Social Studies to Speakers of Other 
Languages (3 credits) 

Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) 
This degree program offers the following concentrations: 

Concentration: Educational Leadership 
 (Major Code F534) 

About the Concentration 

The Ed.S. with a concentration in Educational Leadership focuses on preparing prekindergarten through 
12th-grade teachers for administrative positions in public and nonpublic schools and school systems. This 
concentration provides educators with leadership skills through practical application and provides broad 
knowledge of social, political, and economic forces at work in society that affect education. The course's 
content is research-based and infuses best practices in education.   

*Note: Select coursework within this program may align with the Puerto Rico Department of Education 
(PRDOE) requirements for the School Principal certification as well as the requirements for the Educational 
Facilitator (Facilitador Docente) Certification, which is determined solely by PRDOE. Students are responsible 
for verifying current requirements. 

Program of Study* 

EDL 702: Standard-Based Curriculum and Assessment (3 credits)  

EDL 704: Visionary Leadership for Educational Communities (3 credits)  

EDL 705: Educational Budgeting and Finance (3 credits) 

EDL 720: School Law for Administrators (3 credits) 

EDL 725: Human Resources and Staff Development (3 credits) 

EDL 735: Community Engagement and the Management of Schools (3 credits)  

EDL 755: Research and Technology in Educational Leadership (3 credits) 

EDL 760: Ethical Leadership and Data-driven Decision-Making (3 credits)  

EDL 745: Administration of School Improvement Process (3 credits) 

EDL 789: Clinical Internship for Educational Leaders in Puerto Rico (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 

Doctor of Education  
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The Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) at the Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice is a 48-
credit applied doctoral program designed to prepare professionals to lead transformative change across 
educational, nonprofit, corporate, and community contexts. The program emphasizes the integration of 
theory and practice, cultivating ethical leadership, evidence-informed decision-making, applied research 
literacy, and the strategic use of technology to address complex, real-world challenges. Through advanced 
coursework in core, applied research, and concentration areas, students develop the analytical and practical 
skills required to investigate pressing problems, implement innovative solutions, and contribute to 
organizational and societal progress. Faculty mentoring and advising are integrated throughout the program 
to support academic progress, professional development, and the application of scholarship. The program 
culminates in the Strategic Research Project (SRP). This scholarly, practice-based capstone requires students 
to identify a complex problem of practice within their professional context, conduct a literature-informed 
needs analysis, design and evaluate an evidence-based intervention, and disseminate their project through a 
report and presentation.  

Concentrations 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program are equipped to lead with integrity, innovate with purpose, and drive 
meaningful change within their organizations and communities and you can specialize your degree for your 
field with one of these concentrations: 

• Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology 
• Early Childhood and Elementary Education (Puerto Rico Only) 
• Educational Leadership 
• Healthcare Education (Puerto Rico Only) 
• Organizational Leadership 
• Special Education 

Program Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program will be able to: 

1. Apply evidence-informed strategies and disciplinary knowledge to solve complex problems of practice 
in professional contexts. 

2. Critically analyze and synthesize research, theory, and data to inform decision-making, innovation, and 
applied scholarship. 

3. Use applied inquiry frameworks to design, test, and refine solutions that drive organizational and 
community impact. 

4. Employ data to promote evidence-based decisions and evaluate outcomes. 

5. Demonstrate ethical leadership when working with diverse organizations, stakeholders, and 
communities. 

6. Communicate scholarly and professional ideas clearly and effectively through written, oral, and digital 
modalities tailored to varied audiences. 

7. Engage in reflective practice that supports ongoing professional growth and contributions to the field. 

Program-Specific Admission Requirements 

For general requirements, refer to the Admission section in this catalog. 
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Enrollment Structure 

Ed.D. students are required to take two courses per 16-week term (one 8-week course in Session 1 and one 8-week course 
in Session 2). This structure provides consistent pacing and ensures timely progression through the program and Strategic 
Research Project milestones. 

Strategic Research Project 

The Strategic Research Project is a practice-based, interdisciplinary project rooted in students’ professional 
settings. In this capstone, students identify a strategic challenge, opportunity, or innovation gap and design a 
product, solution, or initiative aligned with their Ed.D. concentration. The project includes a literature-
informed rationale, strategic action plan, proposed product, implementation model, and evaluation 
framework. Students receive peer and expert feedback to refine their work and present their final project 
through a final manuscript and a professional oral presentation. Elements of the SRP are developed 
throughout the program and stored in the Canvas Portfolio to support formative growth and summative 
integration. This capstone emphasizes scholarly writing, applied leadership, and evidence-based innovation 
for real-world impact. 

The SRP is solely offered in a structured format, designed to be completed as the last step in the student’s 
doctoral program. Once all coursework is completed, students will enroll in one  6-credit course (ESRP 9000: 
Strategic Research Project I).  

The SRP is graded on a Pass/Fail (P/F) basis in accordance with FCE&SCJ official policy. 

Program Completion Timeline  

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) students are allotted five (5) years from the initial term of enrollment to 
complete all required coursework and the Strategic Research Project. Ed.D. students who do not complete 
all program or degree requirements within the established timeframe of five-years (coursework and the 
Strategic Research Project) will be subject to academic dismissal. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html.  Specific program completion requirements 
are located within each concentration or consult an academic advisor. 

To complete the Doctor of Education program, a student must have: 
• Completed all required coursework. 
• Completed a Strategic Research Project. 
• Attained an overall 3.0 GPA. 

General Program Requirements  

All students enrolled in the Ed.D. program must complete the following required core and research courses 
(21 credits), choose one area of concentration (21 credits), and complete the Strategic Research Project (6 
credits). Total credits required for degree completion equals 48 credits.  

Program of Study (Major Code: F871) 

Required Core Courses (12 credits) 

EDD 8100: Academic Writing (3 credits) 

https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html
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EDD 8010: Emerging Trends and Strategic Innovation in Learning and Organizations (3 credits) 

EDD 8110: Designing Transformative Learning Environments (3 credits) 

EDD 8411: Data for Impact and Transformation (3 credits) 

Required Research Courses (9 credits) 

RES 8920: Evidence Based Inquiry for Strategic Research (3 credits) 

RES 9300: Innovative Project Planning for Strategic Research (3 credits) 

RES 8913: Program Evaluation (3 Credits) 

Strategic Research Project (6 credits)  

ESRP 9000: Strategic Research Project I (6 credits)* 

*ESRP 9000 is the final capstone course and must be taken in the last semester of your degree program. It is 
a standalone course and cannot be taken concurrently with any other course. This ensures students have the 
time and focus needed to successfully complete their culminating project. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

Students must select one concentration area. 

Total Credits for Completion 48 

Concentration Area: Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology  
(Concentration Code F676) 

The concentration in Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology prepares leaders to design, implement, 
evaluate, and improve learning systems across educational settings. Grounded in curriculum studies, 
learning sciences, instructional design, and evidence-based decision-making, the program emphasizes 
integrating theory, research, and practice to address complex challenges in teaching and learning. 

Students examine curriculum through historical, philosophical, and organizational perspectives while 
developing expertise in curriculum development, assessment, instructional improvement, and educational 
innovation. Emphasis is placed on understanding how individuals learn, how learning environments are 
designed, and how educational systems can be improved to support meaningful learning outcomes. 
Students develop the professional judgment necessary to evaluate evidence, interpret complex educational 
contexts, and make informed curricular, instructional, and organizational decisions. 

The program explores the role of technology, artificial intelligence, and 
emerging innovations within curriculum and instructional systems. Through the 
application of learning sciences, systems thinking, and design-based 
approaches, students critically evaluate emerging practices and develop the 
knowledge and skills needed to lead innovation, improve learning outcomes, 
and create responsive learning environments. Emphasis is placed on the ethical, 
responsible, and evidence-based use of technology and AI in educational 
settings. 

Graduates are prepared to draw upon theory, research, learning sciences, and data-informed inquiry to 
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exercise professional judgment, generate solutions to complex problems of practice, lead innovation, and 
make strategic decisions that improve curriculum, instruction, and learning systems while contributing to the 
advancement of educational practice and policy. Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology  will 
demonstrate mastery of the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, 
participation in problem-based projects, completion of class assignments and presentations, and field-based 
experiences. 

Graduates will be able to:  

1. Critically analyze and apply curriculum theory, learning sciences, and instructional research to design, 
implement, and evaluate learning experiences and educational programs across educational settings. 

2. Exercise professional judgment to address complex problems of practice by integrating evidence, 
theory, contextual factors, and stakeholder perspectives. 

3. Design, implement, and evaluate curriculum, instruction, assessment, and learning systems that 
promote meaningful, accessible, and effective learning outcomes. 

4. Use data-informed inquiry and research to investigate educational challenges, evaluate innovations, 
and support continuous improvement within educational systems. 

5. Evaluate and apply emerging technologies, artificial intelligence, and digital learning innovations using 
ethical, responsible, and evidence-based decision-making processes. 

6. Lead organizational change and innovation by applying systems thinking, collaborative leadership, and 
strategic decision-making to improve teaching, learning, and educational outcomes. 

7. Generate, communicate, and apply scholarly knowledge that contributes to the advancement of 
curriculum, instruction, learning systems, and educational practice. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

CUR 8110 Principles of Curriculum and Teaching 

CUR 8210 Curriculum Development and Design 

CUR 8310 Curriculum Assessment and Evaluation 

IDT 6000 Curriculum and Instruction: Theory and Research 

IDT 7914 Curriculum, Teaching and Technology 

IDT 8001 Instructional Design 

IDT 8008 Principles of Instructional Technology 

Concentration Area: Early Childhood and Elementary Education – (Puerto Rico 
Only) (Concentration Code F124) 

This Early Childhood and Elementary Education concentration is crafted for educators who aspire to enhance 
their impact on students from preschool through fifth grade. With a focus on child development and 
instructional innovation, the program empowers professionals to meet the complex academic and 
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emotional needs of today’s learners. Students engage in coursework that explores curriculum design, society 
and family involvement, child advocacy, and comprehensive educational practices. Special attention is given 
to the context of Puerto Rico, with content tailored to align with local laws and educational priorities. This 
concentration offers the flexibility needed by working professionals while maintaining academic excellence. 
Graduates will be prepared to lead and implement effective, evidence-based strategies that promote 
student success in early childhood and elementary education settings. Note: This is a non-certification 
program. 

Note: Select coursework within this program may align with the Puerto Rico Department of Education 
(PRDOE) requirements for Ed.D. in Early Childhood and Elementary Education eligibility for recertification, 
which is determined solely by PRDOE. Students are responsible for verifying current requirements. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Early Childhood and Elementary Education will 
demonstrate mastery of the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, 
participation in problem-based projects, completion of class assignments and class presentation, and/or 
field-based experiences. 

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Evaluate and apply foundational theories and research to strengthen teaching and leadership in early 
learning environments. 

2. Create curricula that promote the cognitive, social, and emotional development of children from 
preschool through fifth grade. 

3. Assess how societal and legislative factors influence student learning and school operations, particularly 
in the Puerto Rican context. 

4. Develop effective instructional strategies that engage families and communities in the learning process. 

5. Promote the well-being and rights of children by designing advocacy initiatives grounded in research 
and best practices. 

6. Integrate STEM and cross-curricular approaches to foster creativity, critical thinking, and problem-
solving skills among young learners. 

7. Lead educational improvements through the development of innovative programs and policies 
informed by local needs and current research. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

ECED 8511: Research Perspectives in Pedagogical Practices for Early Childhood and Elementary Education (3 
credits) 

ECED 8512: Transforming Early Childhood (PK) and Elementary Education (K-5): Tackling Core Challenges (3 
credits) 

ECED 8513: Developmental Dynamics in Today’s Society (3 credits) 

ECED 8514: Instructional Methodologies in Early Childhood (PK) and Elementary Education (K-5) (3 credits) 

ECED 8520: Child Advocacy and the Social World of Young Children: Global Issues, Challenges, and Solutions 
(3 credits) 
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ECED 8524: Integrating Practice, Programming & Strategy in Early Childhood (PK) and Elementary Education 
(K-5) (3 credits) 

STEM 8100: STEM Methodologies: Integrated Strategies for Teaching Science, Math, Social Studies & Spanish 
(3 credits) 

Concentration Area: Educational Leadership 
(Concentration Code F872) 

The primary goal of the concentration in Educational Leadership (EDL) is to improve our K-12 schools by 
preparing candidates for leadership and lifelong learning in the fields of K-12 educational administration. The 
doctoral program fosters an in-depth application of knowledge and skills, inquiry, and research, problem-
solving, collaboration and communication, professional development, ethical behavior, and higher order 
thinking skills. 

The graduates of the EDL concentration will be leaders in improving schools and other learning 
environments; expanding their administrative competence and modeling visionary leadership; advocating 
and implementing educational improvement using informed action research, effective application of change 
theory, collaborative decision- making and strategic planning, risk and creativity, and appropriate evaluation; 
and identifying and addressing contemporary and future educational issues in a changing world. Note: This is 
a non-certification program. 

Note: Select coursework within this program may align with the Puerto Rico Department of Education 
(PRDOE) requirements for Ed.D. in Early Childhood and Elementary Education eligibility for recertification, 
which is determined solely by PRDOE. Students are responsible for verifying current requirements. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Educational Leadership will demonstrate mastery of 
the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, participation in problem-based 
projects, completion of class assignments and class presentation, and/or field-based experiences. 

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Implement a strategic plan that outlines actions for school improvement and their implications. 

2. Evaluate the human resource program in terms of human resource planning, recruitment of personnel, 
selection of personnel, placement and induction of personnel, staff development, evaluation of 
personnel, compensation of personnel, and collective bargaining (if appropriate). 

3. Promote a positive culture within the school or district that includes the design of comprehensive 
professional growth plans for school personnel. 

4. Utilize practical applications of organizational theories to manage the resources, budgeting process, 
physical plant or plants, organizational operations, and the resources of a school or district. 

5. Develop and align the curriculum goals and objectives with instructional strategies appropriate for 
varied teaching and learning styles and specific student needs. 

6. Collaborate with internal and external stakeholders, respond to their interests and needs, and mobilize 
resources. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

EDLR 8410: Leading an Educational Organization: Theory, Practice, and Reflection (3 credits)  
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EDLR 8420: Policy and Finance for Educational Leaders (3 credits)  

EDLR 8425: Turnaround Leadership (3 credits) 

EDLR 8430: Legal and Ethical Issues in Educational Leadership (3 credits)  

EDLR 8435: Current Trends and Technology in Educational Leadership (3 credits) 

EDLR 8460: The Principal and School Leadership (3 credits) OR EDLR 8461: The Superintendent and District 
Leadership (3 credits) 

ORGL 8750: Strategic Planning (3 credits) 

Concentration Area: Healthcare Education – (Puerto Rico Only) 
(Concentration Code F873) 

The primary goal of the concentration in Health Care Education (HCE) is to prepare practicing educators and 
trainers, clinicians, and allied health professionals as facilitators, innovators, leaders, consultants, and 
instructional designers for the effective delivery of health information and education in academic, 
institutional, and public community-based settings including schools, universities, hospitals, long term and 
rehabilitation centers, mental health clinics, public and community organizations, and private practice. The 
doctoral program fosters an in-depth application of knowledge and skills, inquiry, and research, problem-
solving, collaboration and communication, professional development, higher-order thinking skills, and 
ethical conduct. 

Graduates of the Health Care Education concentration will foster quality of life, health promotion, disease 
prevention, and healthcare policy in collaboration with multidisciplinary healthcare practitioners, clients, 
their families, and community stakeholders. They will act as leaders in influencing current and future issues 
in health care reform, technology utilization, and professionalism in applying best practices in health care 
education. Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Health Care Education will demonstrate mastery of 
the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, participation in problem-based 
projects, completion of class assignments and class presentations, and/or field-based experiences. 

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Analyze learning needs in healthcare organizations by identifying and assessing relevant trends and 
issues. 

2. Assess the impact of academic and educational programs on healthcare staff in dealing with clients, 
families, and communities. 

3. Synthesize innovative educational interventions and best practices in health care education to affect 
behavioral, lifestyle, and compliance in defined client populations. 

4. Evaluate implications for education and training caused by operational restructuring of health care 
organizations and client care delivery. 

5. Evaluate and comply with legal aspects and regulatory requirements of health care education relating 
to politics, ethics, and law. 

6. Analyze the development of health care policy including relevant social forces, economics, governing of 
client rights, workplace rights, and safety and risks in health care environments. 
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Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

HCE 8010: Advocacy in Health Education and Promotion (3 credits) 

HCE 8011: Assessing Community Needs for Health Education (3 credits) 

HCE 8012: Health Education and Promotion Communication Strategies (3 credits) 

HCE 8015: Administration and Leadership in Health Education (3 credits) 

HCE 8021: Contemporary Theories in Health Care Education and Promotion (3 credits) 

HCE 8023: Ethics and Professionalism in Health Care (3 credits)  

HCE 8030: Strategic Planning and Implementation for Health Education and Promotion (3 credits) 

Concentration Area: Organizational Leadership 
(Concentration Code F878) 

The primary purpose of the concentration in Organizational Leadership (OL) is to build upon the capacities of 
adult learners to meet both current and future challenges facing their organizations. Organizational leaders 
must acquire the skills to lead in the context of a changing economy, growing globalism, and rapidly 
developing technology. The OL concentration has been designed to meet the needs of practitioners by 
linking theory to best practices. The curriculum presents students with strategic opportunities to develop 
professionally and to apply their knowledge and skills to lead organizations effectively into the future. Note: 
This is a non-certification program. 

Note: Select coursework within this program may align with the Puerto Rico Department of Education 
(PRDOE) requirements for Ed.D. in Early Childhood and Elementary Education eligibility for recertification, 
which is determined solely by PRDOE. Students are responsible for verifying current requirements. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Organizational Leadership will demonstrate 
proficiency in the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, application of 
problem-based learning, completion of class assignments and presentations, and/or field experiences. 

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate global and virtual leadership competencies by applying cross-cultural awareness, digital 
collaboration strategies, and inclusive practices to lead diverse teams effectively. 

2. Design and implement strategies that enhance organizational effectiveness and talent development, 
leveraging evidence-based approaches to build capacity, improve performance, and sustain 
professional growth. 

3. Apply strategic planning and change leadership frameworks to guide organizational transformation, 
manage resistance, and foster cultures of innovation and adaptability. 

4. Employ critical thinking decision-making to analyze complex problems, evaluate alternatives, and 
implement ethical, evidence-based solutions. 

5. Examine ethical principles and governance practices to advocate for accountability, transparency, and 
responsible leadership in diverse organizational settings. 

6. Foster innovation and adaptive leadership by developing creative solutions to strategic challenges and 
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aligning them with organizational missions in rapidly changing environments. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

ORGL 8730: Virtual and Global Leadership (3 credits)  

ORGL 8740: Organizational Effectiveness and Talent Development (3 credits) 

ORGL 8750: Strategic Planning (3 credits) 

ORGL 8760: Leading Organizational Change (3 credits) 

ORGL 8770: Critical Thinking for Decision Making (3 credits) 

ORGL 8780: Ethics and Governance (3 credits)  

ORGL 8790: Innovation and Adaptive Leadership (3 credits) 

Concentration Area: Special Education 
(Concentration Code F879) 

The FCE&SCJ programs in Special Education prepare professionals to assume positions as educators, 
administrators, consultants, and disability service providers. The Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) program, with a 
concentration in Special Education, addresses the academic and professional needs of both school- based 
and agency-based personnel who currently hold or aspire to attain positions of leadership in organizations 
that serve individuals with disabilities and their families. The program also provides critical knowledge for 
those who are seeking college/university faculty positions. The program includes advanced coursework, 
seminars, research activities, and applied field experiences that provide the knowledge and skills necessary 
to effectively perform leadership positions in academic settings, direct service agencies, advocacy and policy 
organizations, and research institutes. 

Courses emphasize the application of critical and reflective thinking skills in both theoretical and practical 
learning settings and opportunities. Course content is fluid, timely, and responsive to regulatory changes in 
the field to ensure the delivery of a current, relevant, and culturally competent program of study. Note: This 
is a non-certification program. 

Note: Select coursework within this program may align with the Puerto Rico Department of Education 
(PRDOE) requirements for Ed.D. in Early Childhood and Elementary Education eligibility for recertification, 
which is determined solely by PRDOE. Students are responsible for verifying current requirements. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

The FCE&SCJ, in concert with the mission of NSU, has established overarching goals for doctoral programs 
offered within the school. There are seven broad outcomes anticipated for students who successfully 
complete the Ed.D. in Special Education. 

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Implement collaborative teaming approaches for the purpose of decision making related to the 
application of current research, curriculum development and interagency collaboration with school and 
agency staff, individuals with disabilities, and family members to improve outcomes attained by 
individuals with disabilities. 

2. Employ analytical skills to identify and resolve problems in the delivery of special education and related 
services while promoting accountability and school renewal. 
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3. Employ analytical skills to identify and resolve problems in the effective and ethical delivery of direct 
services provided by human services agencies (e.g., training in self-determination, independent living, 
supported employment, advocacy, and associated life skills). 

4. Apply the laws, regulations, and policies from the federal, state, and district levels that relate to 
individuals with disabilities and their families in educational, employment, and other community 
settings, as well as with regard to advocacy concerns. 

5. Synthesize research from peer-reviewed journals to formulate a conceptual and theoretical framework 
to identify and address challenges that affect individuals with disabilities, to generate potential 
solutions to challenges, and to understand and influence disability related policies and practices. 

6. Utilize current research for the purpose of substantiating ideas posited during academic 
discourse/discussions in both course participation activities and in subsequent professional settings. 

7. Supervise the organization and administration of programs in special education, direct service agencies, 
and/or other organizations that serve individuals with disabilities and their families. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

SPED 8401: Special Education Law and Policy (3 credits) 

SPED 8403: Conferencing with Parents and Families of Individuals with Disabilities (3 credits)  

SPED 8404: Organization and Administration of Special Education Programs (3 credits)  

SPED 8406: Transition, Career Development, and Independent Living (3 credits) 

SPED 8410: Assessment and Evaluation of Special Needs, Cognitive and Behavioral (3 credits) 

SPED 8802: Seminar in the Nature of Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (3 credits) 

SPED 8804: Advanced Topics in Interventions for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (3 credits) 

Note: Coursework within these degree programs may be accepted for recertification purposes, subject to 
approval by the Puerto Rico Department of Education; however, these degree programs are not state-
approved and do not lead to professional licensure. 

Doctor of Philosophy in Criminal Justice  
The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Criminal Justice is a research degree. Inherent to its design are the 
rigorous academics that produce a critical scholar. The program is intended for students who have mastered 
a general field of knowledge as well as an area of specialization. They should demonstrate familiarity with 
the history of their discipline as well as with current advancements and future trends. Students must have the 
ability to conduct independent original research and scholarly investigation in areas of significant 
importance. They should be able to correlate their specialization with a general field of knowledge and 
understand how the concepts of each influence and relate to one another. 

This 60-credit hour doctoral program opens opportunities in areas of research, academia, and management 
to those who are ready to advance, as well as to individuals considering a career change. Management 
perspectives, investigative techniques, and the understanding of human behavior continue to evolve. Criminal 
behavior impacts legal, social, and cultural influences. A detailed understanding of these factors and their 
interrelationships prepares an individual in the criminal justice field with a solid foundation upon which to 
perform, teach, and lead. The doctoral program examines these relationships and seeks to produce 
individuals able to make significant contributions within the criminal justice profession. 
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Program Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of the degree, students will be able to: 

1. Apply existing criminal justice theory to current research practices. 

2. Analyze the history of criminal justice in the United States and identify significant events and their 
relation to current trends and policies. 

3. Discuss current trends and issues in criminal justice and what they indicate in the future. 

4. Evaluate current methods of crime control and prevention and identify weaknesses and strengths of 
each. 

5. Apply scientific research methods to examine issues and questions of significance in the criminal justice 
field. 

6. Evaluate scholarly papers and articles against well-recognized standards of research design and 
data interpretation. 

7. Evaluate research results for validity and document these findings. 

8. Use appropriate and ethical research methods to develop policies and procedures that advance the 
mission of criminal justice systems. 

9. Carry out meaningful individual research and dissertation in the dissertation product. 

Admission Requirements 

Admission to the doctoral program in Criminal Justice will be determined according to established university 
policies. The department will make a concerted effort to select only those students who are clearly best 
qualified for the rigors and responsibility of advanced study. 

The following is required of all applicants for the doctoral degree in Criminal Justice: 

10. Complete online application form. 

11. Application fee of $50 (in U.S. dollars) made payable to Nova Southeastern University will be charged for 
each application submitted. 

12. Completion of a Master’s degree from a regionally accredited University with a GPA 3.0 for master’s 
level work. Among those who hold doctoral degrees in Criminal Justice it is not unusual to find 
individuals who have earned graduate degrees in other fields such as Psychology, Sociology, 
Anthropology, and Political Science. This recognizes that criminal justice is not restricted to a particular 
kind of academic preparation for it shares aspects of many others. This multi-dimensional approach to 
academic study is repeated in the field as practitioners engage in research, problem solving and system 
reform. 

13. Official transcripts for Doctoral degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 
master’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international student 
applications). Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred bachelor’s degree institution 
attended may be required dependent upon admission criteria of the doctoral program. If a student is 
seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits, toward the degree applying to, and it is different 
from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree and/or master’s degree, the admissions 
office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program applicants are 
required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS requirements. 
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Official electronic transcripts can be sent to electronictranscript@nova.edu or mailed. Applicants who 
have attended foreign universities or colleges are required to have their academic credentials 
evaluated for U.S. institutional equivalence. Please visit the National Association of Credential 
Evaluation Services for more information. International students are encouraged to contact the Office 
of International Student Services at (954) 262-7240 or 800-541-6682, ext. 27240, or by email at 
intl@nova.edu, or visit the Office of International Students and Scholars. 

14. One of the following must be submitted: 

a. Copy of completed master's thesis or equivalent capstone deliverable; the paper must reflect 
original work, be exclusively of the applicant's authorship and should have been supervised and 
evaluated by a faculty member;  

b. GRE score of 300 or better on the combined verbal and quantitative sections based on the new 
score reports. Test scores are valid for five years after the testing year in which the student was 
tested;  

c. Sample of published work from a refereed publication within the criminal justice or related 
discipline 

d. Successful completion of J.D. or doctorate in related field. 

15. Submit a copy of current curriculum vitae. 

16. Complete an interview with program faculty. 

17. It is preferred that the Criminal Justice doctoral candidate have a background that encourages and 
enables him or her to conduct serious academic research across a variety of subject areas. Encouraging 
students with graduate degrees other than criminal justice to join the program furthers this objective. 

18. The student’s background should reflect strong dedication to the field of criminal justice either through 
academic or professional endeavors. Academic achievement would be represented by experience as an 
instructor/researcher or administrator within a university or criminal justice training facility. Professional 
history may include years of progressively responsible administrative positions within a criminal justice 
agency. 

How to Apply 

Those interested in seeking their Doctor of Philosophy in Criminal Justice should apply online at: 
https://education.nova.edu/degrees/doctoral/criminal-justice/index.html where an application and all 
necessary application information may be obtained. 

Orientation Information 

The School of Criminal Justice (SCJ) students will be provided with important orientation information, via e-
mail, after the signed acceptance letter and seat deposit are received by the SCJ program office. A 
synchronous (live) orientation session is held prior to the start of the Fall term. Students are strongly advised 
to attend this session to learn more about the program’s expectations and to meet their classmates and 
professors along with program staff and administrators. 

Academic Advisement 

Students seeking academic advisement or degree planning should consult with an Academic Advisor by 
calling 954/262-8500 or via email at fceadvise@nova.edu. 

Graduation Requirements 

mailto:electronictranscript@nova.edu
http://www.naces.org/
http://www.naces.org/
mailto:intl@nova.edu
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/
https://education.nova.edu/degrees/doctoral/criminal-justice/index.html
https://education.nova.edu/doctoral/phd/criminal-justice.html
https://education.nova.edu/doctoral/phd/criminal-justice.html
mailto:fceadvise@nova.edu
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Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html. Specific program completion requirements 
are located within each concentration or consult an academic advisor. 

To complete the Doctor of Philosophy in Criminal Justice program a student must have: 
• completed all required coursework; 
• attained an overall 3.0 GPA; 
• successfully completed and defended dissertation; and 
• fulfilled all financial obligations to the university for the diploma and transcript to be released. 

Program Completion Timeline 

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) students are allotted five (5) years from the initial term of enrollment to 
complete all required coursework and the dissertation. 

Students may be granted an additional two (2) years, for a maximum of seven (7) years, only if they have a 
dissertation proposal approved and defended by the end of Year 5. Failure to meet this requirement may 
result in academic dismissal. 

Students who do not complete all program or degree requirements within the established seven-years’ 
timeframe will be subject to academic dismissal. 

Degree Programs 

Criminal Justice (Major Code J001) 

The Ph.D. in Criminal Justice is a research degree. Inherent to its design are the rigorous academics that 
produce a critical scholar. The program is intended for students who have mastered a general field of 
knowledge as well as an area of specialization. They should demonstrate familiarity with the history of their 
discipline as well as with current advancements and future trends. Students must have the ability to conduct 
independent original research and scholarly investigation in areas of significant importance. They should be 
able to correlate their specialization with a general field of knowledge and understand how the concepts of 
each influence and relate to one another. 

Program of Study 

Core Courses (33 credits) 

Complete all of the following 11 core courses: 

CJI 7000: Criminological Theory (3 credits) 

CJI 7003: Applied Statistics I (3 credits) 

CJI 7004: Applied Statistics II (3 credits) 

CJI 7006: Research Methods I (3 credits) 

CJI 7007: Research Methods II (3 credits) 

CJI 7008: Administration of Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 7009: Comparative Criminology & Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 7010: Teaching in the Criminal Justice Classroom (3 credits) 

https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html


Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice ─ Graduate Catalog 2026-2027 
Page 67 of 104 

CJI 7011: Policy and Program Evaluation (3 credits) 

CJI 7012: Grantsmanship & Publishing in Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 7013: Graduate Orientation Seminar (3 credits) 

Concentration (15 credits) 

Concentration: Criminal Justice Policy, Practice, and Leadership (15 credits) (Concentration Code J032) 

CJI 8410: Strategic Planning, Policy, & Program Development (3 credits) 

CJI 8420: Criminal Law, Procedure & Individual Rights (3 credits) 

CJI 8430: The Police & Society (3 credits) 

CJI 8440: Ethics in the Criminal Justice System (3 credits) 

CJI 8450: Correctional Programming & Services (3 credits) 

Dissertation Credits (12 credits) 

Complete 12 dissertation credits: 

CJI 9010: Dissertation I (3 credits) 

CJI 9020: Dissertation II (3 credits) 

CJI 9030: Dissertation III (3 credits) 

CJI 9040: Dissertation IV (3 credits) 

CJI 9050: Continuing Services (1 credit) (Billed at 3 credits) 

CJI 9060: Continuing Services (1 credit) (Billed at 3 credits) 

NOTE: After completing the Dissertation course sequence, CJI 9010-9040 if students have not completed 
their dissertation, then they will be required to enroll in CJI 9050 and CJI 9060 until the completion of their 
final dissertation defense.  

Following completion of CJI 9020 and beginning with CJI 9030, students are required to complete a progress 
survey each term to report their dissertation progress. Failure to complete the survey may affect their final 
grade in the course.   

Total Credits for Degree Completion 60 

Online Bilingual Programs  
In addition to the specific programs listed within this section, students worldwide are eligible to participate 
in any of our online offerings as long as they meet the established admission requirements for that specific 
program of study. Additional information can also be found at https://education.nova.edu/bilingual-
programs/index.html 

Master of Science (M.S.) in Leadership 

with a concentration in:  

https://education.nova.edu/bilingual-programs/index.html
https://education.nova.edu/bilingual-programs/index.html
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Organizational Leadership 

Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) 

Curriculum, Instruction, Management, and Administration 

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) 

Organizational Leadership 

Program Information 

Master of Science (M.S.) in Leadership Degree Program for Online Bilingual 
(English/Spanish) Students 

Major: Leadership (Major Code F987) 

The Master of Science in Leadership (MSL) is designed to develop practitioners who can effectively apply 
leadership skills and knowledge in their organizations and effect positive changes. Practitioners from the fields 
of private and public education, human services, the military, consulting, and non-profits are the primary 
audiences for this degree. The curriculum facilitates the transition from theory to practice and fosters the 
development of leadership skills to plan, organize, motivate, and lead others to achieve organizational and 
team goals. Major curriculum topics include leadership development, organizational systems, strategic 
leadership, learning communities, global leadership, and trends and issues. MSL is delivered primarily online. 
Note: This is a non-certification program. 

Online Bilingual Programs-Specific Admission Requirements 

The following are specific admission requirements for entry into Online Bilingual Programs. 

1. Admissions interview. 

2. English placement test to establish language proficiency at the intermediate level. The exam includes 
an essay in English. (Level 4-5 from Miami-Dade College, Broward College, or equivalent.) 

3. University degree from a Spanish-speaking country and/or Spanish is their first language. 

Specific features and requirements of the  Online Bilingual Programs. 

1. Students in the Online Bilingual Programs must enroll in six credit hours every term (1 course every 8 
weeks) to be considered full-time students. 

2. Classes will be delivered in English with Spanish support from the professors. 

 Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

Core Courses (16 credits) 

MSL 680: Leadership Theory and Practice (3 credits) 

MSL 681: Leading Change (3 credits) 
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MSL 682: Ethical Leadership (3 credits) 

MSL 689: The Business of Leadership: Special Topics (4 credits) 

MSL 690: International Leadership Perspectives (3 credits) 

Concentration (15 credits) 

Concentration: Organizational Leadership (15 credits) (Concentration Code F992) 

MSL 683:  Research for Leaders (3 credits) 

MSL 684: Organizational Systems (3 credits) 

MSL 685: Leading Learning Communities (3 credits) 

MSL 686:  Strategic Leadership (3 credits) 

MSL 687: Current Organizational Issues and Trends (3 credits) 

Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) Degree in Curriculum, Instruction, Management, 
and Administration (CIMA) for Online Bilingual (English/Spanish) Students  
The Educational Specialist degree (Ed.S.) offers the professional educator both a challenging and rewarding 
educational experience. The curriculum focuses on growth in professional practice, application of current 
research and theory to each student’s professional work, acquisition and enhancement of leadership 
capacities, and the achievement of career objectives. Technological advancement will continue to impact the 
program, enabling students to obtain their degrees from virtually any location. 

Admission Process 

The following are general admission requirements that apply to all prospective Abraham S. Fischler College 
of Education and School of Criminal Justice (FCE&SCJ) graduate students. Additional admission requirements 
for each program are outlined within each program’s section in this catalog. For assistance with the 
admission process, please contact the Office of Admissions (toll-free at 800-986-3223, ext. 28500) or visit: 
https://education.nova.edu/admissions/graduate.html.  

3. All prospective students must submit a completed application with a $50.00 non-refundable fee. A 
$50.00 application fee is required for each application submitted to Nova Southeastern University. 

4. Official transcripts for Educational Specialist degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants 
conferred master’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international 
student applications). Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred bachelor’s degree 
institution attended may be required dependent upon admission criteria of the educational specialist 
program. If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits, toward the degree 
applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s 
degree and/or master’s degree, the admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that 
institution. All CAS program applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all 
institutions attended, per CAS requirements. 
• An official transcript from a regionally accredited institution indicating a conferred master’s 

degree or higher (e.g., Ed.S.) with a minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of 3.0. 

https://education.nova.edu/admissions/graduate.html
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• Transcripts should be forwarded directly from the issuing institution in a sealed envelope in 
order to be considered official. Applicants submitting electronic transcripts should provide this 
email address with their request: electronictranscript@nova.edu. 

• For NSU to consider an electronic transcript official, it must be received from a reputable third-
party delivery agent. NSU accepts electronic transcripts from the following providers: SCOIR, 
Parchment, National Student Clearinghouse. Transcripts emailed by individuals will not be 
accepted as  official.  Third-party  delivery  agents  may  email  official  electronic  transcripts 
to: electronictranscript@nova.edu. 

• Photocopies and facsimiles will not be accepted as final, official transcripts. 
• Admission decisions are based on degrees earned at regionally accredited institutions or an 

official approved equivalent such as an evaluation by one of the National Association of 
Credential Evaluation Services (NACES) approved agencies. The evaluation must include a 
course-by-course analysis and list all course subjects with United States semester credits and a 
GPA on a 4.0 scale. For more information, refer to the Transcript Evaluation section. 

5. Applicants may be provisionally admitted based on a preliminary review of unofficial transcripts and/or 
program-specific admission requirements. However, full admission to any degree program requires the 
submission of all final, official documents required for admission within 45 calendar days from the 
official start date of the session/term. Only fully admitted students are eligible for financial aid. Once 
provisional acceptance is granted, a student who does not attain full admittance within 45 calendar 
days from the official start date of the session/term will not be permitted to continue his/her studies. 
Registration will be prohibited, and other services may be suspended. 

Concentration: Curriculum, Instruction, Management, and Administration 
(CIMA) (Major Code F519) 

About the Concentration 

The Ed.S. with a concentration in Curriculum, Instruction, Management, and Administration focuses on the 
study of educational and instructional leadership. This concentration provides students with the skills to 
develop and evaluate curriculum and curricular programs, with an emphasis on instructional leadership. The 
course content is research-based and infuses best practices in education. Note: This is a non-certification 
program. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

CIMA 700: Educational Inquiry and Electronic Research Technologies (3 credits)  

CIMA 702: Curriculum and Instruction: Trends and Issues (3 credits) 

CIMA 705: Today’s Educational Leader (3 credits) 

CIMA 706: Managing Change in the Educational Environment (3 credits) 

CIMA 707: Focus on the Future: Reconceptualizing Curriculum (3 credits)  

CIMA 708: Distance Education: Curriculum and Management (3 credits)  

CIMA 712: Management for Curriculum & Instruction (3 credits) 

CIMA 715: Communities in Education (3 credits) 

mailto:electronictranscript@nova.edu
mailto:electronictranscript@nova.edu
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CIMA 717: Curricular Product Evaluation (3 credits) 

CIMA 720: Seminar in Program Synthesis (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 
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Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) Degree in Organizational Leadership for Online 
Bilingual (English/Spanish) Students  
The Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) at the Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice is a 48-
credit applied doctoral program designed to prepare professionals to lead transformative change across 
educational, nonprofit, corporate, and community contexts. The program emphasizes the integration of 
theory and practice, cultivating ethical leadership, evidence-informed decision-making, applied research 
literacy, and the strategic use of technology to address complex, real-world challenges. Through advanced 
coursework in core, applied research, and concentration areas, students develop the analytical and practical 
skills required to investigate pressing problems, implement innovative solutions, and contribute to 
organizational and societal progress. Faculty mentoring and advising are integrated throughout the program 
to support academic progress, professional development, and the application of scholarship. The program 
culminates in the Strategic Research Project (SRP). This scholarly, practice-based capstone requires students 
to identify a complex problem of practice within their professional context, conduct a literature-informed 
needs analysis, design and evaluate an evidence-based intervention, and disseminate their project through a 
report and presentation.  

Concentration 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program are equipped to lead with integrity, innovate with purpose, and drive 
meaningful change within their organizations and communities and you can specialize your degree for your 
field with this concentration: 

• Organizational Leadership 

Program Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program will be able to: 

1. Apply evidence-informed strategies and disciplinary knowledge to solve complex problems of practice 
in professional contexts. 

2. Critically analyze and synthesize research, theory, and data to inform decision-making, innovation, and 
applied scholarship. 

3. Use applied inquiry frameworks to design, test, and refine solutions that drive organizational and 
community impact. 

4. Employ data to promote evidence-based decisions and evaluate outcomes. 

5. Demonstrate ethical leadership when working with diverse organizations, stakeholders, and 
communities. 

6. Communicate scholarly and professional ideas clearly and effectively through written, oral, and digital 
modalities tailored to varied audiences. 

7. Engage in reflective practice that supports ongoing professional growth and contributions to the field. 

Program-Specific Admission Requirements 

For general requirements, refer to the Admission section in this catalog. 

Enrollment Structure 

Ed.D. students are required to take two courses per 16-week term (one 8-week course in Session 1 and one 
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8-week course in Session 2). This structure provides consistent pacing and ensures timely progression 
through the program and Strategic Research Project milestones. 

Strategic Research Project 

The Strategic Research Project is a practice-based, interdisciplinary project rooted in students’ professional 
settings. In this capstone, students identify a strategic challenge, opportunity, or innovation gap and design a 
product, solution, or initiative aligned with their Ed.D. concentration. The project includes a literature-
informed rationale, strategic action plan, proposed product, implementation model, and evaluation 
framework. Students receive peer and expert feedback to refine their work and present their final project 
through a final manuscript and a professional oral presentation. Elements of the SRP are developed 
throughout the program and stored in the Canvas Portfolio to support formative growth and summative 
integration. This capstone emphasizes scholarly writing, applied leadership, and evidence-based innovation 
for real-world impact. 

The SRP is solely offered in a structured format, designed to be completed as the last step in the student’s 
doctoral program. Once all coursework is completed, students will enroll in one  6-credit course (ESRP 9000: 
Strategic Research Project I).  

The SRP is graded on a Pass/Fail (P/F) basis in accordance with FCE&SCJ official policy. 

Program Completion Timeline  

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) students are allotted five (5) years from the initial term of enrollment to 
complete all required coursework and the Strategic Research Project. Ed.D. students who do not complete 
all program or degree requirements within the established timeframe of five-years (coursework and the 
Strategic Research Project) will be subject to academic dismissal. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html.  Specific program completion requirements 
are located within each concentration or consult an academic advisor. 

To complete the Doctor of Education program, a student must have: 
• Completed all required coursework. 
• Completed a Strategic Research Project. 
• Attained an overall 3.0 GPA. 

 

General Program Requirements  

All students enrolled in the Ed.D. program must complete the following required core and research courses 
(21 credits), choose one area of concentration (21 credits), and complete the Strategic Research Project (6 
credits). Total credits required for degree completion equals 48 credits.  

Program of Study (Major Code: F871) 

Required Core Courses (12 credits) 

EDD 8100: Academic Writing (3 credits) 

EDD 8010: Emerging Trends and Strategic Innovation in Learning and Organizations (3 credits) 

https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html
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EDD 8110: Designing Transformative Learning Environments (3 credits) 

EDD 8411: Data for Impact and Transformation (3 credits) 

Required Research Courses (9 credits) 

RES 8920: Evidence Based Inquiry for Strategic Research I  (3 credits) 

RES 9300: Innovative Project Planning for Strategic Research (3 credits) 

RES 8913: Program Evaluation (3 Credits) 

Strategic Research Project (6 credits)  

ESRP 9000: Strategic Research Project I (6 credits)* 

*ESRP 9000 is the final capstone course and must be taken in the last semester of your degree program. It is 
a standalone course and cannot be taken concurrently with any other course. This ensures students have the 
time and focus needed to successfully complete their culminating project. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

Students must select one concentration area. 

Total Credits for Completion 48 

 

Concentration Area: Organizational Leadership 
(Concentration Code F878) 

The primary purpose of the concentration in Organizational Leadership (OL) is to build upon the capacities of 
adult learners to meet both current and future challenges facing their organizations. Organizational leaders 
must acquire the skills to lead in the context of a changing economy, growing globalism, and rapidly 
developing technology. The OL concentration has been designed to meet the needs of practitioners by 
linking theory to best practices. The curriculum presents students with strategic opportunities to develop 
professionally and to apply their knowledge and skills to lead organizations effectively into the future. Note: 
This is a non-certification program. 

Concentration Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Ed.D. program with a concentration in Organizational Leadership will demonstrate 
proficiency in the following learning outcomes as evidenced by their participation in class, application of 
problem-based learning, completion of class assignments and presentations, and/or field experiences. 

Graduates will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate global and virtual leadership competencies by applying cross-cultural awareness, digital 
collaboration strategies, and inclusive practices to lead diverse teams effectively. 

2. Design and implement strategies that enhance organizational effectiveness and talent development, 
leveraging evidence-based approaches to build capacity, improve performance, and sustain 
professional growth. 

3. Apply strategic planning and change leadership frameworks to guide organizational transformation, 
manage resistance, and foster cultures of innovation and adaptability. 
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4. Employ critical thinking decision-making to analyze complex problems, evaluate alternatives, and 
implement ethical, evidence-based solutions. 

5. Examine ethical principles and governance practices to advocate for accountability, transparency, and 
responsible leadership in diverse organizational settings. 

6. Foster innovation and adaptive leadership by developing creative solutions to strategic challenges and 
aligning them with organizational missions in rapidly changing environments. 

Concentration Area Courses (21 credits) 

ORGL 8730: Virtual and Global Leadership (3 credits)  

ORGL 8740: Organizational Effectiveness and Talent Development (3 credits) 

ORGL 8750: Strategic Planning (3 credits) 

ORGL 8760: Leading Organizational Change (3 credits) 

ORGL 8770: Critical Thinking for Decision Making (3 credits) 

ORGL 8780: Ethics and Governance (3 credits)  

ORGL 8790: Innovation and Adaptive Leadership (3 credits) 
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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

The Department of Human Services (DHS) provides an array of bachelors, masters, and doctoral level 
programs, aimed at providing students with the knowledge and skills needed to create lasting change in their 
work across a variety of human services and related fields, including applied behavior analysis, child 
protection, developmental disabilities, and human services administration. The Master of Human Services in 
Child Protection grounds students in research-based research- based practices, developing the critical 
knowledge and skills required to respond effectively to complex problems confronting children and families 
in the child welfare system. The Master of Science in Developmental Disabilities is designed to prepare 
researchers, advocates, administrators, and policy makers to be leaders in community-based or 
governmental agencies that address the confluence of issues associated with developmental disabilities 
throughout the life span and human services administration.  

Programs of Study 
Master of Science (M.S.) in Applied Behavior Analysis  

with elective concentration in:  

Autism and Developmental Disabilities 

Master of Human Services (M.H.S.) in Child Protection 

with concentrations in: 

Child Advocacy Studies 

Child Protection and Juvenile Justice 

Leadership and Supervision for Child and Youth Programs 

Psychological Foundations in Child Advocacy 

No Concentration Option (combination of any three concentration courses) 

Master of Science (M.S.) in Developmental Disabilities 

with concentrations in: 

Applied Behavior Analysis 

Adult Services/Transition 

Early Childhood 

Leadership/Advocacy 
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Program Information 

Master of Science in Applied Behavior Analysis  
 The Master of Science (M.S.) in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) prepares students to apply evidence-based 
principles to improve behavior and learning across various settings. The program combines a strong 
conceptual foundation with practical skill development, emphasizing assessment, intervention, and ethical 
practice. Graduates will be prepared to serve as leaders in professional practice, supervision, research, and 
community service. 

 Program Format 

Students enrolled in the online Master of Science in Applied Behavior Analysis are required to complete a 
total of 30 credits at a minimum. The minimum 30 credits are comprised of 21 credit hours of foundational 
coursework and 9 credits of experiential learning culminating in a completed Master’s Research Project. 
Students may elect to complete 6 additional credit hours in Autism and Developmental Disabilities.  

 Program Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of the degree, students will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate understanding of the foundational skills and philosophical underpinnings of applied 
behavior analysis;  

2. Implement clinical skills and competencies supported by ethical practice and evidenced-based 
research; and 

3. Exhibit competency in applying research to inform professional practice and to advance the profession. 

 Admission Requirements 

In order to be admitted to the program, applicants must meet the following requirements: 

1. Complete all parts of the online Application for Admissions. 

2. $50 nonrefundable application fee. 

3. Baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited institution with a GPA of 3.0 or higher or a master’s 
degree with an overall GPA of 3.0 or better. 

4. Official transcripts for Master’s degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 4-
year bachelor’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international 
student applications). If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits toward the 
degree applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree, the 
admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program 
applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS 
requirements.  

5.  Transcripts should be forwarded directly from the issuing institution in a sealed envelope in order to be 
considered official. Applicants submitting electronic transcripts should provide this email address with 
their request: electronictranscript@nova.edu. 

mailto:electronictranscript@nova.edu
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6.  Applicants who have attended foreign universities or colleges are required to have their academic 
credentials evaluated for U.S. institutional equivalence. Please visit the National Association of 
Credential Evaluation Services for more information. International students are encouraged to contact 
the Office of International Student Services at (954) 262-7240 or 800-541-6682, ext. 27240, or by email 
at intl@nova.edu, or visit the Office of International Students and Scholars website at 
https://www.nova.edu/international-affairs/index.html/students/.  

7. Interview conducted virtually or via telephone. 

8. International Student applicants should submit TOEFL scores, if applicable. International Students 
should visit International Students and Scholars for further information. 

How to Apply 

Those interested in seeking their Master of Science degree in Applied Behavior Analysis should apply online 
at: https://education.nova.edu/degrees/masters/education/applied-behavior-analysis.html  where an 
application and all necessary application information may be obtained. 

Orientation Information 

Students will be provided with important orientation information upon acceptance into the program. 

Academic Advisement 

Students seeking academic advisement or degree planning should consult with an Academic Advisor by 
calling 954- 262-8500 or via email at fceadvise@nova.edu. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Requirements in the Student Information section of this catalog to find degree 
completion requirements or contact an academic advisor for additional information. 

To complete the M.S. in Applied Behavior Analysis program a student must have: 

1. completed all required coursework; 

2. attained an overall 3.0 GPA; and 

3. fulfilled all financial obligations to the university for the diploma to be released. 

Program Completion Timeline 

Master’s degree students are allotted three (3) years from the initial term of enrollment in which to 
complete all program/degree requirements. Students unable to complete all program/degree requirements 
within this three-year time frame will be subject to dismissal. 

Applied Behavior Analysis (Major Code P503) 

About the Program 

he Master of Science (M.S.) in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) prepares students to apply evidence-based 
principles to improve behavior and learning across various settings. The program combines a strong 
conceptual foundation with practical skill development, emphasizing assessment, intervention, and ethical 
practice. Graduates will be prepared to serve as leaders in professional practice, supervision, research, and 
community service. This program has been designed to meet the Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) 
Pathway 2 coursework requirements. Applicants will need to meet additional requirements to qualify for 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaces.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbenedict%40nova.edu%7Cf560327bb3b2410f67dc08de965c608f%7C2c2b2d312e3e4df1b571fb37c042ff1b%7C0%7C0%7C639113520667380204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zK%2B2NUKa9bHAPHMTtDs9d3F4jgNWjLgn44VPttb8MmQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaces.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbenedict%40nova.edu%7Cf560327bb3b2410f67dc08de965c608f%7C2c2b2d312e3e4df1b571fb37c042ff1b%7C0%7C0%7C639113520667380204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zK%2B2NUKa9bHAPHMTtDs9d3F4jgNWjLgn44VPttb8MmQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:intl@nova.edu
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/
https://www.nova.edu/international-affairs/index.html/students/
https://education.nova.edu/degrees/masters/education/applied-behavior-analysis.html
mailto:fceadvise@nova.edu
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BCBA certification. 

The Behavior Development Solutions (BDS) Learning Modules are integrated across the ABA course 
sequence. This thoughtful decision was made to complement the coursework and actively prepare students 
for the BCBA exam. The BDS modules will expose students to simulated exam experiences, with the 
intention of helping students familiarize themselves with the structure and process of the exam. The 
organized practice may also assist in identifying areas that may require more focus and developing 
personalized, test-taking strategies to approach the exam with greater confidence and performance. 

Program of Study 

Core Courses (30 credits) 

ABA 0712:  Experimental Analysis of Behavior (3 credits) 

ABA 0713: Behaviorism and Philosophical Foundations (3 credits) 

ABA 0714: Concepts and Principles of Applied Behavioral Analysis (3 credits) 

ABA 0721: Applied Behavioral Analysis Assessment and Application (3 credits) 

ABA 0731: Applied Behavior Analysis Assessment and Delivery Models (3 credits) 

ABA 0741: Evaluating Interventions in Applied Behavior Analysis (3 credits) 

ABA 0756: Ethical and Professional Issues in Applied Behavior Analysis (3 credits) 

ABA 0761: Experiential Learning I (3 credits) 

ABA 0771: Experiential Learning II (3 credits) 

ABA 0781: Master’s Research Project (3 credits) 

Elective Concentration: Autism and Developmental Disabilities (6 credits) 
(Concentration Code F100) 

Students may elect to complete a concentration in Autism and Developmental Disabilities for a total of 36 
credits required for degree completion. 

HSDD 5000: Survey of Developmental Disabilities (3 credits) 

EP 655: Nature of Autism Spectrum Disorder: Intervention Methods, Strategies, and Application (3 credits)   

Certification Disclosure for Applied Behavior Analysis:  

This program has been designed to meet the Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) Pathway 2 coursework 
requirements. Applicants will need to meet additional requirements to qualify for BCBA certification. 
Behavior Analyst Certification Board Website: https://www.bacb.com/. 

For the Professional Licensure Disclosure for the M.S. in Applied Behavior Analysis program, please visit 
https://education.nova.edu/_resources/binaries/masters/ms-aba-professional-licensure-disclosure.pdf.  

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 

 

https://www.bds.com/
https://www.bacb.com/
https://education.nova.edu/_resources/binaries/masters/ms-aba-professional-licensure-disclosure.pdf
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Master of Human Services in Child Protection  
The Master of Human Services (M.H.S.) in Child Protection is designed to close the gap between ground level 
on-the- job training and evidence-based best-practices through instruction in competency-based areas 
related to child protective services. Students will develop the critical knowledge, values, and skills necessary 
as child protection professionals to respond effectively to the complex problems confronting children and 
families in the child protective services system. 

Program Format 

The online 30-credit hour degree program consists of coursework aimed to increase professional 
effectiveness, productivity, and retention of case managers, caseworkers/child advocates, and 
administrators. As a student in the program, you will acquire the tools needed to improve the quality of care, 
and well-being and safety of children and families in the child welfare system. Courses may also be offered 
face-to-face for pre-arranged cohorts. 

Program Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of the degree, students will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of child and youth welfare, family systems and social services. 

2. Demonstrate proficiency in investigating, intervening, supporting, and advocating for children and 
youth welfare, family systems, and social services. 

3. Demonstrate proper documentation skills in investigating, intervening, supporting, and advocating for 
children and youth welfare, family systems, and social services. 

4. Demonstrate proper assessment skills in investigating, intervening, supporting, and advocating for 
children and youth welfare, family systems, and social services. 

5. Demonstrate proper communication skills in investigating, intervening, supporting, and advocating for 
children and youth welfare, family systems, and social services. 

Admission Requirements 

1. Complete online application form. 

2. Submit a nonrefundable application fee of $50 (in U.S. dollars). 

3. Evidence of a bachelor’s degree with a minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of a 2.5 or 
higher from a regionally accredited institution. If the applicant earned less than a 2.5 cumulative GPA, 
we may consider the application for review with a minimum Graduate Record Examination (GRE®) test 
score of 300 (combined Verbal and Quantitative scales only) or a Miller Analogies Test (MAT) scaled 
score of 400. (The tests must have been taken within the past 5 years from the date of application.)  

4. Official transcripts for Master’s degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 4-
year bachelor’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international 
student applications). If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits toward the 
degree applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree, the 
admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program 
applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS 
requirements.  
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Transcripts should be forwarded directly from the issuing institution in a sealed envelope in order 
to be considered official. Applicants submitting electronic transcripts should provide this email 
address with their request: electronictranscript@nova.edu.  

Applicants who have attended foreign universities or colleges are required to have their academic 
credentials evaluated for U.S. institutional equivalence. Please visit the National Association of 
Credential Evaluation Services for more information. International students are encouraged to 
contact the Office of International Student Services at (954) 262-7240 or 800-541-6682, ext. 27240, 
or by email at intl@nova.edu, or visit the Office of International Students and Scholars. 

5. Interview conducted virtually or via telephone. 

How to Apply 

Those interested in seeking a Master of Human Services in Child Protection should apply online at: 
https://education.nova.edu/degrees/masters/human-services/child-protection.html where an application 
and all necessary application information may be obtained. 

Orientation Information 

Students will be provided with important orientation information upon acceptance into the program. 

Academic Advisement 

Students seeking academic advisement or degree planning should consult with an Academic Advisor by 
calling 954- 262-8500 or via email at fceadvise@nova.edu. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html.  Specific program completion requirements 
are located within each concentration or consult an academic advisor. 

To complete the M.H.S. in Child Protection program a student must have: 
• completed all required coursework; 
• attained an overall 3.0 GPA; and 
• fulfilled all financial obligations to the university for the diploma to be released. 

Program Completion Timeline 

Master’s degree students are allotted three (3) years from the initial term of enrollment in which to 
complete all program/degree requirements. Students unable to complete all program/degree requirements 
within this three-year time frame will be subject to dismissal. 

Child Protection (Major Code J003) 

About the Program 

The M.H.S. in Child Protection will provide competency-based child protective services instruction in order to 
close the gap between ground level on-the-job training and evidence-based best practices. Students will 
develop the critical knowledge, values, and skills necessary to respond effectively to the complex problems 
confronting children and families in the child protective services system. 

 

mailto:electronictranscript@nova.edu
http://www.naces.org/
http://www.naces.org/
mailto:intl@nova.edu
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/
https://education.nova.edu/degrees/masters/human-services/child-protection.html
mailto:fceadvise@nova.edu.
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html
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Program Format 

Students enrolled in the online Master of Human Services in Child Protection program are required to 
complete a total of 30 credits at a minimum: 21 credit hours of core coursework, and 9 credit hours within 
one specific concentration or 9 credit hours selected from any of the concentration courses offered. 

Core Courses (21 credits) 

Complete all six of the following core courses: 

HCP 0510: Child Protective Law (4 credits) 

HCP 0515: Family Systems (3 credits) 

HCP 0525: Conflict Analysis and Resolution for Child Welfare Professionals (3 credits) 

HCP 0545: Child Placement Risk and Protective Factors (3 credits) 

HCP 0550: Assessment and Case Planning (4 credits) 

HCP 0560: Program Evaluation (4 credits) 

Concentration (9 credits) 

To fulfill the minimum concentration requirements, complete 3 courses (9 credits) within one of the 
following concentrations: 

Concentration 1: Psychological Foundations in Child Advocacy (9 credits) (Concentration Code J015)  

This concentration is designed specifically to enable professionals in child welfare and/or protection fields to 
develop specialized training in responding and promoting the psychological and social well-being of children 
and their families and to maximize the potential for positive outcomes in child welfare cases. 

HCP 6110: Intervention Strategies (3 credits) 

HCP 6120: Overview: Childhood and Adolescent Development (3 credits) 

HCP 6130: Overview: Childhood & Adolescent Psychological Disorders (3 credits)  

HCP 6140: Overview: Children and Trauma (3 credits) 

HCP 6150: Special Topics: Seminar & Case Studies (3 credits) 

Concentration 2: Child Protection and Juvenile Justice (9 credits) (Concentration Code J012) 

This concentration is designed to meet the specific needs of child protective workers, law enforcement 
officers, child advocates, school resource officers, community mental health workers, school police, 
Department of Juvenile Justice, Department of Children and Family Services, and others in related fields of 
child protection. Topics such as family dynamics, victimology, substance abuse, and cultural factors are 
included to assist child welfare professionals in recognizing the impact of positive and negative catalysts on 
the health and well-being of the youth. 

CJI 6910: Theory of Child Protection, Investigation & Advocacy (3 credits)  

CJI 6920: Juvenile Justice: Systems, Structure & Process (3 credits)  

CJI 6930: Family Dynamics: Motivation, Support & Communication (3 credits)  
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CJI 6940: Victimology: Child Abuse & Exploited Children (3 credits) 

CJI 6950: Safe Schools Climate (3 credits) 

Concentration 3: Leadership and Supervision for Child and Youth Programs (9 credits) (Concentration Code 
J031) 

This concentration will provide the student with knowledge and skills regarding the supervision and 
evaluation of programs for children and youth. Budget, compliance, and regulatory topics, among 
others, will be discussed, as well fiscal management challenges and public policy issues as they relate to 
organizations and groups in the field of child protection. 

HCP 6810: Supervision Methods & Approaches for Child & Youth Care Administrators (3 credits)  

HCP 6820: Public Policy & the Child & Youth Care Field for Program Administrators (3 credits) 

HCP 6830: The Development & Acquisition of Resources for Child & Youth Care Programs (3 credits)  

HCP 6840: Supervision of Family Support Programs (3 credits) 

HCP 6850: Legal Aspects of the Management of Programs for Children & Youth (3 credits)  

HCP 6860: Financial Aspects of the Management of Programs for Children & Youth (3 credits)Concentration 
4: Child Advocacy Studies (9 credits) (Concentration Code J030) 

This concentration focuses on developing students’ understanding of the various factors that lead to child 
maltreatment and of various existing responses to incidents of child maltreatment, so they work more 
effectively within various systems and institutions that respond to these incidents. Students learn about the 
various disciplinary responses to child maltreatment and develop a multidisciplinary understanding of the 
most effective responses. Students in this concentration will be better equipped to carry out work in various 
agencies and systems (healthcare, criminal justice, social services) as they advocate on behalf of the needs of 
children as victims and survivors of child abuse.  

CAST 6505: Perspectives on Child Maltreatment & Child Advocacy (3 credits) 

CAST 6510: Professional and Systemic Responses to Child Abuse (3 credits) 

CAST 6515: Responding to the Survivor of Child Abuse (3 credits) 

No Concentration Option (9 credits)  

Choose any three courses from the available concentration offerings. 

Any concentration course (3 credits) 

Any concentration course (3 credits) 

Any concentration course (3 credits) 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 
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Master of Science in Developmental Disabilities  
The Master of Science (M.S.) in Developmental Disabilities is designed to prepare researchers, advocates, 
administrators, and policy makers to be leaders in community-based or governmental agencies that address 
the confluence of issues associated with developmental disabilities throughout the life span. This degree 
program’s body of knowledge will allow graduates of the M.S. program to pursue doctoral-level training in 
human services, counseling, and public policy, among others. In addition, this degree will provide 
professionals from disciplines such as nursing and education with the necessary skills to be effective leaders 
and advance in the field. 

Program Format 

Students enrolled in the online Master of Science in Developmental Disabilities are required to complete a 
total of 30 credits at a minimum. The minimum 30 credits are comprised of 21 credit hours of foundational 
coursework and 9 credit hours within one specific concentration. 

Program Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of the degree, students will be able to: 

1. Apply knowledge of effective administrative and other leadership skills in the field of developmental 
disabilities. 

2. Examine the different developmental disabilities and the challenges faced across the lifespan. 

3. Analyze the impact of the family, the educational system, and community services on the successful 
integration of individuals with developmental disabilities into the community. 

4. Apply ethical and legal principles related to working with individuals who have developmental 
disabilities to real-world cases and settings. 

5. Apply knowledge of developmental disabilities, organizational behavior, and strategic planning to the 
design and/or administration of human services organizations which provide services to individuals and 
families with developmental disabilities. 

6. Demonstrate research, analytic thinking, and writing skills when creating a program design or 
evaluation project on a relevant topic in the field. 

7. Demonstrate knowledge of the impact of health disparities experienced by individuals with 
developmental disabilities and the implications for healthcare and human services organizations 

Admission Requirements 

In order to be admitted to the program, applicants must meet the following requirements: 

1. Complete all parts of the online Application for Admissions. 

2. $50 nonrefundable application fee. 

3. Baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited institution with a GPA of 3.0 or higher or a master’s 
degree with an overall GPA of 3.0 or better. 

4. Official transcripts for Master’s degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 4-
year bachelor’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international 
student applications). If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits toward the 
degree applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree, the 
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admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program 
applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS 
requirements.  

Transcripts should be forwarded directly from the issuing institution in a sealed envelope in order 
to be considered official. Applicants submitting electronic transcripts should provide this email 
address with their request: electronictranscript@nova.edu. 

Applicants who have attended foreign universities or colleges are required to have their academic 
credentials evaluated for U.S. institutional equivalence. Please visit the National Association of 
Credential Evaluation Services for more information. International students are encouraged to 
contact the Office of International Student Services at (954) 262-7240 or 800-541-6682, ext. 27240, 
or by email at intl@nova.edu, or visit the Office of International Students and Scholars website at 
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/. 

5. Interview conducted virtually or via telephone. 

6. International Student applicants should submit TOEFL scores, if applicable. International Students 
should visit International Students and Scholars for further information. 

How to Apply 

Those interested in seeking their Master of Science degree in Developmental Disabilities should apply online 
at: https://education.nova.edu/degrees/masters/developmental-disabilities/index.html where an application 
and all necessary application information may be obtained. 

Orientation Information 

Students will be provided with important orientation information upon acceptance into the program. 

Academic Advisement 

Students seeking academic advisement or degree planning should consult with an Academic Advisor by 
calling 954- 262-8500 or via email at fceadvise@nova.edu. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html.  Specific program completion requirements 
are located within each concentration or consult an academic advisor. 

To complete the M.S. in Developmental Disabilities program a student must have: 
• completed all required coursework; 
• attained an overall 3.0 GPA; and 
• fulfilled all financial obligations to the university for the diploma to be released. 

Program Completion Timeline 

Master’s degree students are allotted three (3) years from the initial term of enrollment in which to 
complete all program/degree requirements. Students unable to complete all program/degree requirements 
within this three-year time frame will be subject to dismissal. 

mailto:electronictranscript@nova.edu
http://www.naces.org/
http://www.naces.org/
mailto:intl@nova.edu
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/
https://education.nova.edu/degrees/masters/developmental-disabilities/index.html
mailto:fceadvise@nova.edu
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html
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Developmental Disabilities (Major Code J510) 

About the Program 

The M.S. in Developmental Disabilities is designed to prepare researchers, advocates, administrators, and 
policy makers to be leaders in community-based or governmental agencies that address the confluence of 
issues associated with developmental disabilities throughout the life span. This degree program’s body of 
knowledge will allow graduates of the M.S. program to pursue doctoral-level training in human services, 
counseling, and public policy, among others. In addition, this degree will provide professionals from 
disciplines such as nursing and education with the necessary skills to be effective leaders and advance in the 
field. 

Program of Study 

(Coursework in suggested order of completion) 

Core Courses (21 credits) 

Complete all seven of the following core courses: 

HSDD 5000: Survey of Developmental Disabilities (3 credits)  

HSDD 5100: Program Design & Evaluation (3 credits)  

HSDD 5200: Disability and the Family Life Cycle (3 credits)  

HSDD 5300: Legal & Ethical Issues in Disabilities (3 credits) 

HSDD 5400: Healthcare Issues in Developmental Issues (3 credits) 

HSDD 5500: Disability Services Administration (3 credits) 

HSDD 6000: Developmental Disabilities Masters Research Project (3 credits) 

Concentration (9 credits) 

Select one of the following concentrations and complete 3 courses (9 credits) within one specific 
concentration to fulfill the minimum concentration requirements. 

Concentration 1: Leadership/Advocacy (9 credits) (Concentration Code J522)  

HSDD 5110: Grant Writing (3 credits) 

HSDD 5120: Leading for Change in Disability Services (3 credits)  

HSDD 5130: Trends and Issues in Disability Advocacy (3 credits) 

Concentration 2: Adult Services/Transition (9 credits) (Concentration Code J515)  

HSDD 5310: Aging & Disability Across the Life Span (3 credits) 

HSDD 5320: Students with Disabilities in Higher Education (3 credits)  

HSDD 5330: Employment and Independent Living (3 credits) 



Abraham S. Fischler College of Education and School of Criminal Justice ─ Graduate Catalog 2026-2027 
Page 87 of 104 

Concentration 3: Early Childhood (9 credits) (Concentration Code J518) 

HSDD 5410: Early Identification and Assessment of Developmental Disabilities (3 credits)  

HSDD 5420: Early Intervention in Developmental Disabilities (3 credits) 

HSDD 5430: Integrating Children with Disabilities in Educational Settings (3 credits) 

Concentration 4: Applied Behavior Analysis (9 credits) (Concentration Code P503) 

This ABA concentration is designed for professionals who seek foundational knowledge of applied behavior 
analysis without pursuing BCBA certification. It is ideal for individuals in education, human services, or 
related fields who want to understand ABA principles, basic assessment strategies, and practical applications 
to support behavior and learning in their current roles. 

The Behavior Development Solutions (BDS) Learning Modules are integrated across the ABA concentration. 
This thoughtful decision was made to complement the coursework and ensure mastery and fluency of 
behavior analytic principles, assessments, and applications. 

https://www.bds.com/This is a non-certification concentration. Students who wish to sit for the Applied 
Behavior Analysis certification exam should consult with an advisor regarding the M.S. in Applied Behavior 
Analysis program. https://www.abainternational.org/welcome.aspxhttps://www.bacb.com/ABA 0714: 
Concepts and Principles of Applied Behavior Analysis (3 credits)  

ABA 0721: Applied Behavior Analysis Assessment and Application (3 credits) 

ABA 0731: Applied Behavior Analysis Assessment and Delivery Models (3 credits)  

Concentration 5: Child Life Specialist (9 credits) (Concentration Code J516) 

Students seeking Child Life Specialist certification must complete a minimum of nine (9) courses (27 credits 
hours) to a maximum of twelve (12) courses (36 credit hours) in the Child Life concentration. 

HSDD 5510: Foundations in Child Life and Family-Centered Care (3 credits)  

HSDD 5515: Ethics in Child Life (3 credits) 

HSDD 5518: Family Systems and the Hospitalized Child (3 credits)  

HSDD 5522: Theories of Child Growth and Development (3 credits)  

HSDD 5523: Theories of Adolescent Growth and Development (3 credits) 

HSDD 5525: Medical Terminology for the Child Life Professional (3 credits)  

HSDD 5530: Interventions in Child Life (3 credits) 

HSDD 5532: Therapeutic Benefits of Play (3 credits)  

HSDD 5534: Death and Dying (3 credits) 

HSDD 5535: Child Life Practicum (3 credits) elective  

HSDD 5550: Child Life Internship I (3 credits) elective  

HSDD 5560: Child Life Internship II (3 credits) elective 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 

https://www.bds.com/
https://www.bds.com/
https://www.abainternational.org/welcome.aspx
https://www.bacb.com/
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SCHOOL OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

The Abraham S. Fischler School of Criminal Justice (SCJ) provides the criminal justice major at the bachelors, 
masters, and doctoral levels, aimed at providing students with the knowledge and skills needed to positively 
influence the ever changing and expanding field of criminal justice. The Master of Science in Criminal Justice 
utilizes a multidisciplinary approach to provide the critical thinking skills and foundational knowledge 
necessary to meet public safety needs both locally and nationally. In the program, students will have the 
opportunity to focus their studies in areas such as  crime analysis, behavioral science, child protection and 
juvenile justice. The core curriculum and concentration options allow students to develop the leadership 
skills and professional knowledge necessary to tackle the challenges found in the field. The Ph.D. in Criminal 
Justice opens opportunities in the areas of research, academia, and management to those who are ready to 
advance as well as to individuals considering a career change. A Ph.D. in Criminal Justice can lead to a career 
in administration (social policy), academia, research, and upper-level jobs as criminal investigators, 
correctional authorities, consultants, or criminologists. As a social science, criminal justice researchers 
identify patterns of criminal behavior in an attempt to analyze the ability of society to control crime and 
delinquency. Researchers typically use an interdisciplinary approach to study crime in an attempt to 
determine the cause and prevention of crime. A Ph.D. in Criminal Justice prepares one to examine, analyze 
and propose solutions to crime and problems in the Criminal Justice system. 

Programs of Study 
Master of Science (M.S.) in Criminal Justice 

with concentrations in: 

Behavioral Science 

Child Protection and Juvenile Justice 

Crime Analysis 

No Concentration Option (combination of any four concentration courses) 

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Criminal Justice 

with concentrations in: 

Behavioral Science 

Criminal Justice Policy, Practice, and Leadership 

Crisis and Emergency Management 

Juvenile Justice and Human Services 
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Program Information 

Master of Science in Criminal Justice  
The Master of Science (M.S.) in Criminal Justice trains those interested in law enforcement and the justice 
system through an interdisciplinary focus. The program prepares students through the core curriculum and 
allows for exposure to many different subject areas, found in the ever-burgeoning field of criminal justice, 
through various specialty tracks. This facilitates choice for students and fosters the development of 
experience within a particular segment of the field. Additionally, students may choose among elective 
courses, which reflect areas of interest to criminal justice professionals. 

Program Format 

The online M.S. in Criminal Justice program requires successful completion of 30 credit hours that includes 
core courses, concentration courses, and electives. 

Program Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of the degree, students will be able to: 

1. Identify and describe major classical and contemporary criminology theories that attempt to explain 
delinquent and criminal behavior. 

2. Identify, compare, and contrast various historical perspectives on criminal justice in America comprising 
the components of law enforcement, courts, corrections, and the juvenile justice system. 

3. Analyze data and information and draw critical conclusions from that analysis. 

4. Identify and demonstrate understanding and effective application of principles, techniques, and 
skills necessary for specialization in concentration. 

5. Demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively both orally and in writing on a variety of topics 
related to criminal justice. 

Admission Requirements 

To be considered for admission to the Master's program in criminal justice, the applicant is required to present 
evidence of scholastic ability, significant interest in the area of criminal justice for which admissions is 
sought, personal stability, and sound moral character. Those applying for the Master's program as full degree 
seeking candidates must meet the following eligibility requirements: 

1. Complete online application form. 

2. Application fee of $50 (in U.S. dollars) made payable to Nova Southeastern University will be charged for 
each application submitted. 

3. Evidence of a bachelor’s degree with a minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of a 2.5 or 
higher from a regionally accredited institution. If the applicant earned less than a 2.5 cumulative GPA, 
we may consider the application for review with a minimum Graduate Record Examination (GRE®) test 
score of 300 (combined Verbal and Quantitative scales only) or a Miller Analogies Test (MAT) scaled 
score of 400. (The tests must have been taken within the past 5 years from the date of application.)  
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4. Official transcripts for Master’s degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 4-
year bachelor’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international 
student applications). If a student is seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits toward the 
degree applying to, and it is different from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree, the 
admissions office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program 
applicants are required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS 
requirements.  

Transcripts should be forwarded directly from the issuing institution in a sealed envelope in order 
to be considered official. Applicants submitting electronic transcripts should provide this email 
address with their request: electronictranscript@nova.edu. 

 Applicants who have attended foreign universities or colleges are required to have their academic 
credentials evaluated for U.S. institutional equivalence. Please visit the National Association of 
Credential Evaluation Services for more information. International students are encouraged to 
contact the Office of International Student Services at (954) 262-7240 or 800-541-6682, ext. 27240, 
or by email at intl@nova.edu, or visit the Office of International Students and Scholars website at 
https://www.nova.edu/international-affairs/index.html/students/.  

How to Apply 

Those interested in seeking their Master of Science degree in Criminal Justice should apply online at: 
https://education.nova.edu/degrees/masters/criminal-justice/index.html where an application and all 
necessary application information may be obtained. 

Orientation Information 

The School of Criminal Justice (SCJ) students will be provided with orientation information upon acceptance. 

Academic Advisement 

Students seeking academic advisement or degree planning should consult with an Academic Advisor by 
calling 954- 262-8500 or via email at fceadvise@nova.edu. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html.  Specific program completion requirements 
can be located within the concentration or contact an academic advisor for additional information. 

 

To complete the M.S. in Criminal Justice program a student must have: 

• completed all required coursework; 
• attained an overall 3.0 GPA; and 
• fulfilled all financial obligations to the university for the diploma to be released. 

Program Completion Timeline 

Master’s degree students are allotted three (3) years from the initial term of enrollment in which to 
complete all program/degree requirements. Students unable to complete all program/degree requirements 
within this three-year time frame will be subject to dismissal. 

  

mailto:electronictranscript@nova.edu
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaces.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbenedict%40nova.edu%7Cf560327bb3b2410f67dc08de965c608f%7C2c2b2d312e3e4df1b571fb37c042ff1b%7C0%7C0%7C639113520667380204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zK%2B2NUKa9bHAPHMTtDs9d3F4jgNWjLgn44VPttb8MmQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaces.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbenedict%40nova.edu%7Cf560327bb3b2410f67dc08de965c608f%7C2c2b2d312e3e4df1b571fb37c042ff1b%7C0%7C0%7C639113520667380204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zK%2B2NUKa9bHAPHMTtDs9d3F4jgNWjLgn44VPttb8MmQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:intl@nova.edu
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/
https://www.nova.edu/international-affairs/index.html/students/
https://education.nova.edu/degrees/masters/criminal-justice/index.html
mailto:fceadvise@nova.edu
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html
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Criminal Justice (Major Code J001) 

The M.S. in Criminal Justice trains those interested in law enforcement and the justice system through an 
interdisciplinary focus. The program prepares students through the core curriculum and allows for exposure 
to many different subject areas, found in ever burgeoning field of criminal justice, through various specialty 
tracks. This facilitates choice for students and fosters the development of experience within a particular 
segment of the field. Additionally, students may choose among elective courses which reflect areas of 
interest to criminal justice professionals. 

Program Format 

Students enrolled in the online Master of Science in Criminal Justice program are required to complete a 
total of 30 credits at a minimum. The minimum 30 credits include 15 credit hours of core coursework, 12 
credit hours within one specific concentration, and one 3 credit elective. 

Core Courses (15 credits) 

Complete all five of the following core courses: 

CJI 0510: Survey Issues in Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 0520: Administration and Management of Criminal Justice (3 credits)  

CJI 0530: Legal Issues in Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 0602: Introduction to Research Methods in Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 0606: Criminological Theory (3 credits) 

Concentration (12 credits) 

Select one of the following concentrations and complete 4 courses (12 credits) within one specific 
concentration to fulfill the minimum concentration requirements. This does not apply to the No 
Concentration Option, see specific requirements below. 

Concentration 1: Behavioral Science (12 credits) (Concentration Code J005) 

NOTE: This concentration will be facilitated in cooperation with NSU’s College of Psychology. For specific 
catalog information please go to https://www.nova.edu/academics/course-catalog.html. 

This concentration will provide specialization training in behavioral science issues, providing knowledge and 
skills to those who work in law enforcement and criminal justice agencies. 

PSY 0695: Law and Mentally Disordered Offender (3 credits)  

PSY 0694/PSY 0920: Police Psychology (3 credits) 

PSY 0693/PSY 0913: Behavioral Criminology (3 credits)  

PSY 0692: Police Stress and Mental Health (3 credits)  

PSY 0691: Forensic Psychology (3 credits) 

NOTE: Students may select any 2 courses in the Ph.D. Behavioral Science Concentration, in place of any 2 
Masters-level Behavioral Science concentration courses. 

CJI 8210: Risk Assessment in Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nova.edu%2Facademics%2Fcourse-catalog.html&data=04%7C01%7Cbenedict%40nova.edu%7C26fc761e935b4c2ca20e08d966577e94%7C2c2b2d312e3e4df1b571fb37c042ff1b%7C1%7C0%7C637653348260355215%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WkGdtoxO61zODi9P5ZgXB%2FNK0ehudXRO6YLC1lRr%2BYs%3D&reserved=0
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CJI 8220: Family and Relationship Violence (3 credits) 

CJI 8230: Specialty Courts and Therapeutic and Restorative Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 8240: Predatory Crimes and Trauma (3 credits) 

CJI 8250: Children and Adolescents in the Criminal Justice System (3 credits) 

Concentration 2: Child Protection and Juvenile Justice (12 credits) (Concentration Code J012) 

This concentration is designed to meet the specific need of child protective workers, law enforcement 
officers, child advocates, school resource officers, community mental health workers, school police, 
Department of Juvenile Justice, Department of Children and Family Services, and others. 

CJI 6910: Theory of Child Protection, Investigation, and Advocacy (3 credits)  

CJI 6920: Juvenile Justice: Systems, Structure, and Process OR Ph.D. Course: CJI 8510: Juvenile Justice 
Strategic Policy and Practice (3 credits) 

CJI 6930: Family Dynamics: Motivation, Support and Communication (3 credits)  

CJI 6940: Victimology: Child Abuse and Exploited Children (3 credits) 

CJI 6950: Safe Schools Climate OR Ph.D. Course:  CJI 8540: Schools & Society: Challenges & The School to 
Prison Pipeline (3 credits) 

Concentration 3: Crime Analysis(12 credits) (Concentration Code J014) 

This concentration will provide specialization training in the burgeoning field of forensic investigation. 
Students will be exposed to investigative and analysis techniques used during criminal investigations. 

CJI 0540: Program Evaluation in Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 0550: Investigative Methods: Crime Analysis and Intelligence (3 credits) 

CJI 0608: Advanced Seminar in Law and Policy OR Ph.D. Course:  CJI 8420: Criminal Law, Procedure & 
Individual Rights (3 credits) 

CJI 0620: Smart Justice: New Perspectives in Crime Analysis (3 credits) 

CJI 0627: Correctional Policy, Reform and Sentencing OR Ph.D. Course: CJI 8450: Correctional Programming 
and Services (3 credits) 

No Concentration Option (12 credits) 

Students may select any four M.S. concentration courses listed above OR select any two M.S. concentration 
courses from above and two Ph.D. in Criminal Justice concentration courses from the list below.  

Ph.D. Courses:  

CJI 8210: Risk Assessment in Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 8220: Family and Relationship Violence (3 credits) 

CJI 8230: Specialty Courts and Therapeutic and Restorative Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 8240: Predatory Crimes and Trauma (3 credits) 

CJI 8250: Children and Adolescents in the Criminal Justice System (3 credits) 
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CJI 8410: Strategic Planning, Policy, and Program Development (3 credits) 

CJI 8420: Criminal Law, Procedure & Individual Rights (3 credits) 

CJI 8430: The Police & Society (3 credits) 

CJI 8440: Ethics in the Criminal Justice System (3 credits) 

CJI 8450: Correctional Programming & Services (3 credits) 

CJI 8510: Juvenile Justice Strategic Policy & Practice (3 credits) 

CJI 8520: Contemporary Challenges in the Juvenile Justice System (3 credits) 

CJI 8530: Violence & Victimization (3 credits) 

CJI 8540: Schools & Society: Challenges & The School to Prison Pipeline (3 credits) 

CJI 8550: Drugs & Society (3 credits) 

CJI 8610: Disaster Preparedness, Planning, and Mitigation (3 credits) 

CJI 8620: Disaster Response and Recovery (3 credits) 

CJI 8630: Terrorists and Their Threat to the United States and the World (3 credits) 

CJI 8640: Serving Vulnerable Populations in Disasters (3 credits) 

CJI 8650: Human Response to Stress and Managing Disaster Mental Health (3 credits) 

Elective Courses (3 credits) 

Elective courses are offered on a rotating basis.  

Complete one of the following elective courses: 

CJI 0603: Practicum 1 (3 credits) 

CJI 0617: Criminal Street Gangs (3 credits) 

CJI 0622: Preventing Juvenile Delinquency (3 credits) 

CJI 0629: Thesis 1 (3 credits) 

CJI 0638: Police and the Community: Cohesion, Communication, and Cooperation (3 credits) 

NOTE: In addition, students can use any M.S. in Criminal Justice and one of the Ph.D. in Criminal Justice 
concentration courses listed above as elective credits (must keep in mind that the limit of Ph.D. courses in 
the degree is 2 courses). 

NOTE: If a student takes two Ph.D. in Criminal Justice courses as part of their concentration, the elective 
course is limited to a course from the M.S. in Criminal Justice. 

Students interested in enrolling in Ph.D. level courses must complete 9 master’s level credits before 
registering for any doctoral coursework. The number of Ph.D. courses in the degree should not exceed two 
courses. If you have questions, please consult with your academic adviser. 

Total Credits Required for Degree Completion 30 
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Doctor of Philosophy in Criminal Justice  
The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Criminal Justice is a research degree. Inherent to its design are the 
rigorous academics that produce a critical scholar. The program is intended for students who have mastered 
a general field of knowledge as well as an area of specialization. They should demonstrate familiarity with 
the history of their discipline as well as with current advancements and future trends. Students must have the 
ability to conduct independent original research and scholarly investigation in areas of significant 
importance. They should be able to correlate their specialization with a general field of knowledge and 
understand how the concepts of each influence and relate to one another. 

This 60-credit hour doctoral program opens opportunities in areas of research, academia, and management 
to those who are ready to advance, as well as to individuals considering a career change. Management 
perspectives, investigative techniques, and the understanding of human behavior continue to evolve. Criminal 
behavior impacts legal, social, and cultural influences. A detailed understanding of these factors and their 
interrelationships prepares an individual in the criminal justice field with a solid foundation upon which to 
perform, teach, and lead. The doctoral program examines these relationships and seeks to produce 
individuals able to make significant contributions within the criminal justice profession. 

Program Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of the degree, students will be able to:  

1. Apply existing criminal justice theory to current research practices. 

2. Analyze the history of criminal justice in the United States and identify significant events and their 
relation to current trends and policies. 

3. Discuss current trends and issues in criminal justice and what they indicate in the future. 

4. Evaluate current methods of crime control and prevention and identify weaknesses and strengths of 
each. 

5. Apply scientific research methods to examine issues and questions of significance in the criminal justice 
field. 

6. Evaluate scholarly papers and articles against well-recognized standards of research design and 
data interpretation. 

7. Evaluate research results for validity and document these findings. 

8. Use appropriate and ethical research methods to develop policies and procedures that advance the 
mission of criminal justice systems. 

9. Carry out meaningful individual research and dissertation in the dissertation product. 

Admission Requirements 

Admission to the doctoral program in Criminal Justice will be determined according to established university 
policies. The department will make a concerted effort to select only those students who are clearly best 
qualified for the rigors and responsibility of advanced study. 

The following is required of all applicants for the doctoral degree in Criminal Justice: 

1. Complete online application form. 
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2. Application fee of $50 (in U.S. dollars) made payable to Nova Southeastern University will be charged for 
each application submitted. 

3. Completion of a Master’s degree from a regionally accredited University with a GPA of 3.0 for master’s 
level work. Among those who hold doctoral degrees in Criminal Justice it is not unusual to find 
individuals who have earned graduate degrees in other fields such as Psychology, Sociology, 
Anthropology, and Political Science. This recognizes that criminal justice is not restricted to a particular 
kind of academic preparation for it shares aspects of many others. This multi-dimensional approach to 
academic study is repeated in the field as practitioners engage in research, problem solving and system 
reform. 

4. Official transcripts for Doctoral degrees - Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred 
master’s degree institution attended (excluding CAS program applications and international student 
applications). Sealed official transcripts from the applicants conferred bachelor’s degree institution 
attended may be required dependent upon admission criteria of the doctoral program. If a student is 
seeking to transfer in college or institutional credits, toward the degree applying to, and it is different 
from where the applicant earned a 4-year bachelor’s degree and/or master’s degree, the admissions 
office may require sealed official transcripts from that institution. All CAS program applicants are 
required to submit sealed official transcripts from all institutions attended, per CAS requirements. 

Official electronic transcripts can be sent to electronictranscript@nova.edu or mailed. Applicants 
who have attended foreign universities or colleges are required to have their academic credentials 
evaluated for U.S. institutional equivalence. Please visit the National Association of Credential 
Evaluation Services for more information. International students are encouraged to contact the 
Office of International Student Services at (954) 262-7240 or 800-541-6682, ext. 27240, or by email 
at intl@nova.edu, or visit the Office of International Students and Scholars website at 
https://www.nova.edu/international-affairs/index.html/students/. 

5. One of the following must be submitted: 

a. Copy of completed master's thesis or equivalent capstone deliverable; the paper must reflect 
original work, be exclusively of the applicant's authorship and should have been supervised and 
evaluated by a faculty member;  

b. GRE score of 300 or better on the combined verbal and quantitative sections based on the new 
score reports. Test scores are valid for five years after the testing year in which the student was 
tested;  

c. Sample of published work from a refereed publication within the criminal justice or related 
discipline 

d. Successful completion of J.D. or doctorate in related field. 

6. Submit a copy of current curriculum vitae. 

7. Complete an interview with program faculty. 

8. It is preferred that the Criminal Justice doctoral candidate have a background that encourages and 
enables him or her to conduct serious academic research across a variety of subject areas. Encouraging 
students with graduate degrees other than criminal justice to join the program furthers this objective. 

9. The student’s background should reflect strong dedication to the field of criminal justice either through 
academic or professional endeavors. Academic achievement would be represented by experience as an 
instructor/researcher or administrator within a university or criminal justice training facility. Professional 
history may include years of progressively responsible administrative positions within a criminal justice 

mailto:electronictranscript@nova.edu
http://www.naces.org/
http://www.naces.org/
mailto:intl@nova.edu
https://www.nova.edu/internationalaffairs/students/
https://www.nova.edu/international-affairs/index.html/students/
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agency. 

How to Apply 

Those interested in seeking their Doctor of Philosophy in Criminal Justice should apply online at: 
https://education.nova.edu/degrees/doctoral/criminal-justice/index.html where an application and all 
necessary application information may be obtained. 

Orientation Information 

The School of Criminal Justice (SCJ) students will be provided with important orientation information, via e-
mail, after the signed acceptance letter and seat deposit are received by the SCJ program office. A 
synchronous (live) orientation session is held prior to the start of the Fall term. Students are strongly advised 
to attend this session to learn more about the program’s expectations and to meet their classmates and 
professors along with program staff and administrators. 

Academic Advisement 

Students seeking academic advisement or degree planning should consult with an Academic Advisor 
by calling 954/262-8500 or via email at fceadvise@nova.edu. 

Graduation Requirements 

Please refer to Graduation Information in the NSU/FCE&SCJ Student Handbook at which can be found at 
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html.  Specific program completion requirements 
are located within each concentration or consult an academic advisor. 

To complete the Doctor of Philosophy in Criminal Justice program a student must have: 
• completed all required coursework; 
• attained an overall 3.0 GPA; 
• successfully completed and defended dissertation; and 
• fulfilled all financial obligations to the university for the diploma and transcript to be released. 

Program Completion Timeline 

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) students are allotted five (5) years from the initial term of enrollment to 
complete all required coursework and the dissertation. 

 Students may be granted an additional two (2) years, for a maximum of seven (7) years, only if they have a 
dissertation proposal approved and defended by the end of Year 5. Failure to meet this requirement may 
result in academic dismissal. 

 Students who do not complete all program or degree requirements within the established seven-years’ 
timeframe will be subject to academic dismissal. 

Criminal Justice (Major Code J001) 

The Ph.D. in Criminal Justice is a research degree. Inherent to its design are the rigorous academics that 
produce a critical scholar. The program is intended for students who have mastered a general field of 
knowledge as well as an area of specialization. They should demonstrate familiarity with the history of their 
discipline as well as with current advancements and future trends. Students must have the ability to conduct 
independent original research and scholarly investigation in areas of significant importance. They should be 
able to correlate their specialization with a general field of knowledge and understand how the concepts of 

https://education.nova.edu/degrees/doctoral/criminal-justice/index.html
https://education.nova.edu/doctoral/phd/criminal-justice.html
https://education.nova.edu/doctoral/phd/criminal-justice.html
mailto:fceadvise@nova.edu
https://www.nova.edu/student-affairs/student-handbooks.html
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each influence and relate to one another. 

Program of Study 

Core Courses (33 credits) 

Complete all of the following 11 core courses: 

CJI 7000: Criminological Theory (3 credits) 

CJI 7003: Applied Statistics I (3 credits) 

CJI 7004: Applied Statistics II (3 credits) 

CJI 7006: Research Methods I (3 credits) 

CJI 7007: Research Methods II (3 credits) 

CJI 7008: Administration of Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 7009: Comparative Criminology & Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 7010: Teaching in the Criminal Justice Classroom (3 credits) 

CJI 7011: Policy and Program Evaluation (3 credits) 

CJI 7012: Grantsmanship & Publishing in Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 7013: Graduate Orientation Seminar (3 credits) 

Concentrations (15 credits) 

Select one of the following concentrations and complete 5 courses (15 credits) within one specific 
concentration to fulfill the minimum concentration requirements. 

Concentration 1: Behavioral Science (15 credits) (Concentration Code J005)  

CJI 8210: Risk Assessment in Criminal Justice (3 credits) 

CJI 8220:  Family and Relationship Violence(3 credits) 

CJI 8230:  Specialty Courts and Therapeutic and Restorative Justice(3 credits)  

CJI 8240:  Predatory Crimes and Trauma (3 credits) 

CJI 8250:  Children and Adolescents in the Criminal Justice System (3 credits) 

Concentration 2: Criminal Justice Policy, Practice, and Leadership (15 credits) (Concentration Code J032) 

CJI 8410: Strategic Planning, Policy, & Program Development (3 credits) 

CJI 8420: Criminal Law, Procedure & Individual Rights (3 credits) 

CJI 8430: The Police & Society (3 credits) 

CJI 8440: Ethics in the Criminal Justice System (3 credits) 

CJI 8450: Correctional Programming & Services (3 credits) 
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Concentration 3: Juvenile Justice and Human Services (15 credits) (Concentration Code J033) 

CJI 8510: Juvenile Justice Strategic Policy & Practice (3 credits) 

CJI 8520: Contemporary Challenges in the Juvenile Justice System (3 credits) 

CJI 8530: Violence & Victimization (3 credits) 

CJI 8540: Schools & Society: Challenges & The School to Prison Pipeline (3 credits) 

CJI 8550: Drugs & Society (3 credits) 

Concentration 4: Crisis and Emergency Management (15 credits) (Concentration Code J034) 

CJI 8610: Disaster Preparedness, Planning, and Mitigation (3 credits) 

CJI 8620: Disaster Response and Recovery (3 credits) 

CJI 8630: Terrorists and Their Threat to the United States and the World (3 credits) 

CJI 8640: Serving Vulnerable Populations in Disasters (3 credits) 

CJI 8650: Human Response to Stress and Managing Disaster Mental Health (3 credits) 

Dissertation Credits (12 credits) 

Complete 12 dissertation credits: 

CJI 9010: Dissertation I (3 credits) 

CJI 9020: Dissertation II (3 credits) 

CJI 9030: Dissertation III (3 credits) 

CJI 9040: Dissertation IV (3 credits) 

CJI 9050: Continuing Services (1 credit) (Billed at 3 credits) 

CJI 9060: Continuing Services (1 credit) (Billed at 3 credits) 

NOTE: After completing the Dissertation course sequence, CJI 9010-9040 if students have not completed 
their dissertation, then they will be required to enroll in CJI 9050 and CJI 9060 until the completion of their 
final dissertation defense.  

Following completion of CJI 9020 and beginning with CJI 9030, students are required to complete a progress 
survey each term to report their dissertation progress. Failure to complete the survey may affect their final 
grade in the course.   

Total Credits for Degree Completion 60 
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