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Chapter 1: Introduction
Statement of the Problem

This should include (a) a clear statement that the problem exists, (b) evidence that supports the existence of the problem, (c) evidence of an existing trend that has led to the problem, (d) definitions of major concepts and terms (this can be provided below in a sub-section), (e) a clear description of the setting, (f) probable causes related to the problem, and (g) a specific and feasibly statement. Specific subtopics may include the following.

The topic. This is a brief description of the proposed area of study.

The research problem. This is an area of conflict, concern, or controversy (a gap between what is wanted and what is observed).

Background and justification. Provide evidence from the literature and experience showing that the problem exists and the relevance. Include at least two references.

Deficiencies in the evidence. Include a brief discussion that details the area of need in relation to the problem and the deficiency or lack of evidence in the literature.

Audience. Discuss who is affected and who benefits.
Setting of the Study

Discuss the setting where the study will take place, in general terms. Do not include the name of the site, but rather discuss it in general terms.
Researcher’s Role 

Discuss your role in the organization (if applicable).

Purpose of the Study
Locke, Spirduso, and Silverman (1987) stated, “The purpose statement should provide a specific and accurate synopsis of the overall purpose of the study” (p. 5). Key points to keep in mind when preparing a purpose statement are as follows:
1. Create a sentence that begins with “The purpose of this study is . . .”
2. Clearly identify and define the central concepts or ideas of the study.
Definition of Terms


Term or variable is defined. Provide the complete scientific definition and appropriate reference if necessary. 
Include as many terms or variables as needed.
Chapter 2: Literature Review
The literature review should be an exhaustive literature review and should contain the following elements: (a) a brief introduction to your study; (b) a discussion of the theoretical or conceptual framework within which the study will be grounded; (c) a synthesis of the findings in a “state-of-knowledge” summary in regard to the problem area, including additional evidence as to the nature and the importance of the problem; (d) a clear discussion of  how further research should extend, differ from, or replicate past studies, including the identification of critical variables in the problem area and important questions to be tested; (e) an indication of shortcomings that should be avoided in the design of prior research, as well as strengths to be repeated in conducting another study; and (f) a critique of the literature as a basis for any controversial methodological decisions to be presented in the proposal. End the literature review with a nice summary.
Research Questions

The research questions are based on the problem or area of need and on the research reviewed. The research questions should adhere to the following guidelines: 
1. The research questions should be formed based on theory, previous research (i.e., the literature review), and experience.

2. The research questions must be stated in the form of a question.

3. Finally, the research questions must be focused and clear (i.e., specific, feasible, and measurable).
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